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CHAP, I 


The fate of the Judaical Church, The Liberty given by. 


Chrift, 1, From the arbitrary Inp:fiitiens of men. 2, From 
the obſervances and Rites i; ftitutei by Mcſes, The conti- 
awance of their Obſervation in the patience and forbear= 
ance of God, Difference ab:ut them ſlated, Legal Righte- 
ouſneſs and Legal Ctiemonies contended for togtther , the 
Reaſon of it, | 


Lthough our preſent 'enquiry be meerly afcer one part of 
Inſituced Worſhip under the Goſpe), and thedne perfor» 

mance of it according to the mind of God; yet there be- 

ing 2 communication of ſome light to be obtained from 

the turning over of that Worſhip from the Meſaical , tothecare 
and praQtice of the Evangelical Church, we ſhall look a lietle back 
unto it as therein ated, hoping thereby romake way for: our 
clearer progreſle. What was the fate of the Church of God a- 
mongſt the Jews 2sto Inftituced Worſhip, when our bleſſed Sa- 
. viour came to-make the laſt and-perfe& diicovery of his mind and 
will, is manitelt both-fromthe-appointmene of chat Worſhip in 
the Law of MH:ſes, and the praftice of it remarked inthe Goipel. 
That the Rites and Ordinances ofthe Worſhip in the Church ob- 
ſerved, were from-the-original intheir rvature Carxa/, andforthe 
number 2:4», on both accounts bxrtherſome and grievous tothe 
Worſhippers , the Scripture frequently declares, Howbeit the 
Teachers and-Ryjers of-rhe Church, being erown wholly Carnal 
in their ſpirics, and;placiog cfiew onelyglory in-their yoke, not 
beivg 'able. tro: {re 10 the end, of the *rhings that were - 
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be done away ,, had inireaſed thofe T»///titions beth in nyms- 
ter and weight , with ſundry Inventions of their own, which 
by their authority they made neceſſary to be obſerved þb 

their Diſciples, 1n an equal praftice of theſe, Divine In- 
Nitutions, and Humane Inventions, did our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt finde the generality of the Church at his coming in 
the fleſh. The former being to continne 1D force until the 
time of Reformation z at his ReſurreAton irom the dead.ſhould 
come ; both by his praRice, and his teaching as a Miniſter 
of Circumciſion » be confirmed and preſſed frequently on 
the Conſciences of men, from the authority of the Law- 
maker, The latter he uiteily rejected >» . as introduced in 
av high derogation from che perfection of the Law , and the 
honour of him , whoſe! Prerogative ic 1s., tobethe ole Law- 
oiver of his Church; the opely Fountain and diſpoſer of 
bis own Worſhip, Ard this was the ficft dawniog of Liber- 
ty , that with the riſing of this Day-far did appear to the 
burthened and langviſhing conſciences of men. He freed 
them by his Teaching from the bondage of Phayiſaical atbi- 
rrary Impoſitions , delivecing their Conſciences from ſub- 
. jcRion toany thing inthe Worſhip of God, but his own im- 
mediate Authority, For ic may not be ſuppoſed that when 
he recommended unto bis Hearers an attendance nnto the 
reaching of the Scribes and Phariſees , with an injunRion 
ro obey their direAions, that he intended ought bur. thoſe 
Commands which they gave from him; and according to 
his mind , whoſe fear they did outwardly profeſſe ; ſeeing 
that both in general avd particular he did himſelf con- 
demn their Traditions and Impoſitions ; SivinNg out a rule 
of liberty from them unto others in his own conſtant pra- 
ice, Yea and whereas he would do Cir! things in their 
own nature indifferent, whereunto he was by no righteous 
Law obliced , to avoid the offence of any which he ſaw 
mightfollow, Mat, 17.24 yet won!d he not praRtice or give 
countenance nnto, nay not abſtain from condemning of ' a« 
py of their Eccleſiaſtical Self invented Obſervances , though 
he ſaw them offended and ſcandalized at him , and was by 
others informed nolefſle, Afar. 15,12, 13, 14 confirming hig 
practice with that ſtanding Rule concerning all things rela- 
ting to the Worſhip of God, Every plant which my heavenly 
; Fathex 
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Father hath not planted ſhall be rooted up, But he is yer fur- 
ther to-carry on the work of giving Liberty to all his Diſci- 
ples , that he might take them into a ſabjeiop to himlelf , 
and his ewn Authority onely. | The Aarovicall Priefthood 
being the hinge on which the whole Ceremonial Worlbip tur- 
ned, ſo that npon a chavge thereof, the obligation of theLaw 
unto that worſhip, or any part of it, was neceflarily to ceaſe, 
our bleſſed Saviour in his death and oblation entering upon the 
Oftice, and actually diſchargivg the great duty of -his Prieſt- 
hood, did virtnallyput an end tothe whole obligation of the 
firt Inſtitution of Moſaical Worſhip. In his death was the 
p:ocurement of the Liberty of his Diſciples cempleatly fi- 
niſhed as nnto *conſcience, the ſ#ppoſed Obligation of mens 
Traditiots , and the real Obligation of Moſaical Infticutions , 
being by him, (cheffirſt as a Prophet in his reaching , the laſt 
as a Prieſt in-his offering) diflolved and taken away, From 
that day all the Diſciples;of Chriſt were taken under his im- 
mediate Lordſhip , and made free to the end of the world 
from all obligations in Conlicience unto any thing In the Wor- 
ſhip of God , bur what is of his own Inſtitution avd Com- 
mand, | | 
This difſolation of the Obligaticn of the Law of Com- 
mandements conrained in Ordinances , being declared by 
his Apoſtles and, Diſciples , became a matter of great diffe- 
rence and debate amongſt the Jewes to whom the Goſpel 
was firſt preached. Thoſe who before had ſlain him in pur- 
fair of their own charge, that he would bring in ſach an 
alreration in the Worſhip of Ged as was now divulged; were 
many of them exceedingly enraged at this new Do&Etrivez 
-and had their prejudices againſt him and his way much in- 
creaſed , hating indeed the light, becauſe their deeds were 
evil > Theſe being obſtinately bent to ſeek after righteouſ- 
neſſe-( as it were, at leaft ) by the works of the Law, con- 
tended for their Ceremonial works as one of the beſt Rakes 
in their hedge, in whoſe obſervance they placed their chief- 
eſt confidence of their acceptance with God, Bur this is not. 
all, many, who falling under powerfull conyi&ions of his 
Doctrine and Miracles believed on him , did yet pertinaci- 
ouſly adhere to their old Ceremonial Worſhip, Partly for 
want of clear light and underſtanding in the Dogtrine of = 
Perſon 
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'Perſon and Office of the Meſhab, partly through the power of 
thoſe unſpeakable prejudices which influenced their minds in 
reference to thoſe Rights, which beivg from of ald obſerved by 
their Forefathers, derived their original from God: himſelf ; 
( much; the moſt nobie Pleas and Pretences , that ever any of 
the ſons of: men had to inſiſt npon, fer a ſubjeRion to ſuch a 
yoke, as indeed had loſt all power to oblige them) they were 
very deſjxons to mix the obſervance of them with obedience un- 
to thoſe Inftitntions which they through the Lord Jelus bad 
ſuperaddedto them, - | 
Things being thus ſtated amongſt the Jews, God having a 
great work to accompliſh among and upon them in a ſhorc time, 
would not have the eftectof ic turn upon this Hinge meerly, 
and therefore in his Infinxe Wiſdome and Condeſcention wa- 
ved the: whole conteſt for a ſeaſon, For. whereas within the 
ſpace of forty years or thereabonc he was tocall and gather ouc 
from the body, by. the preaching of the Goſpel, his Remnant 
according to the Election'of Grace, and to leave the reſt in- 
excuſable, thereby viſibly glorifyivg his Juſtice in their Tem- 
poriand Eternal ruine, it pleaſed himin a way of connivance 
and forbearance, to continue unto that people an allowance 
of the obfervation of their old Worſhip, until the time ap- 
pointed for its: utter removal and actual cating away ſhould 
come» Thovgh the original obligation. in Conſcience trom the 
fr inſtitution of their Ceremonies was taken away, yet hence 
aroſe 4 new neceſſity of the obſervation of them, even in them 
who were acquainted with the difſolution of that obligation ; 
namely from the offence and ſcandal of them to- whom their 
obſervance was providentially indulged, On this account the 
Diſciples of Chriſt ( and the Apoſtles themſelves ) continned 
in a promiſcuovs obſervation of Moſaical Inſtitutions, witty 
theire(tof the body of that people, until the appointed {eaſon 
of the utterrejecion.and defiruction of the Apoſtate Churches 
were come, Hence many of the Ancients affirm that James the 
leſs, living at Jeryſalem in great reputation with all the people 
for his SanRity and Righteonſaeſs, was not to the very time 
of his Martyrdome known to be a Chriltianz which had 
beer utterly impcſſible, bad-he totally abftained trom:commu- 
. pion With them in- Legal Worſhip. Neither had that old contro» 
verſie abont-the Fealti'of the Paſſover any other riſe oripting, 
| then 
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chen themitake of ſome who thonght Jolwhid obſerred it as 2 


Chriſtian, who kept ir onely a$4 Judaical Feaſt amopg the Jews; 
- whence the TraditionTtan firopg that he obſerved ic with them, 
oh the fontteenth day ot the Mcneth, which preciſe time others 
rurnivg it intoa Chriſtian obſervation, thought meet to lay aſide. 

Thiogs beiog thus ſtated inche connivance and forbearance of 
God among the Jews, ſome of 'thet nor contented to ule the 
induleence granted to them in meer patience forthe ends before 
mentioned, began ſednlouſly- to urge the Mofaical Rites upon 
all the Gentiles thar were turned unto God, So making upon 
the matter rhe Preaching of the Goſpel to be but a new way of 
proſelyting men nao Judaiſm, For the moſt part it appears,that 
it was not any miſtake or nnacquaintedneſs with the Liberty 
drought in by Chrift, chat made them engage in this quarrel for 
Aoſcs, burthat indeed being themſelves carnal, and norwith- 
Randing the outward Name of Chriſt, ſeekivg yet for righteou(- 
neſs by che Law, they eſicemmed the obſervation of the Cere- 
movies indiſpenſably neceſſary vfto Salvation, This gave occa- 
fion utito Paul, unto whom the Apoſtleſhip of the Gertiles 
was ina ſpecial manner committed, to lay open the whole my- 
ſtery of that Liderry given by Chriſt. to his Diſciples from the 
"Laiv of Moſes, as alſo the pernicious effeAs which its obſer» 
vance would produce upon thoſe principles which were preſſed 


bythe Judaica] Zealots, Paſſing by the pecuiiar diſpenſation vf- 


God towards the whole Nation of the Jews, whierein the Gen- 


"tile Believers were not concerned; as allo that determination 6f- 


the caſe'of ſcandal made at Jeruſalem, As 15, and the rempo- 
Tary rule. of Condeſcentioh as to the abridgment of Liberty in 
ſome particulars. agreed into therevpon, he fully dectares thar 
thertime of the Appointmrut was come, that there was no more 


'power in the Law of their Inſticurions to bind the Coniciences. 


of men, and thatic wis not in-the power of all the men inthe 
world, to impoſe the obſervation of them, or aty like unto 
them, upon any one-though themeaneſt of the Dilciples of Je- 
ſas Chrict, The mind* of. Chriſt id this matrer beivg tully.made 
known, and the Liberty 6f his Diſciples vindicated, various ef- 


ſeRs in the minds of men enſued thereupon, Thoſe who wete 
. In their inward principle themſelves carnal , nocwithſtanding 


their onward profeſſion of '»t Goſpel, delighting in, atd teſt- 


bg on an outward ceteniohidus Worſhip, continued to oppos 
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bim with violence and fury. Thoſe who with the profelliionof 
the Lord Chrilt had alſo received the Spirit of Chriſt, and were 
by him iniructed as in the perfection of righteouſneſs, (o in the 
beauty and excellency of the Worſhip of the Goſpel, rejoyced 
greatly in the Grace and Priviledge of the purchaſed Libercy, 
After many conteſts, this controverlie was buried inthe ruines of 
the City and Temple, when the main occaſion of it was utcerly 
taken away, EOS pO 

By theſe degrees were the Diſciples of Chrilt put into a com- 
pleat actual poſſce{ſion of that Liberty which he had preached to 
\them,and purchaſed for them ; being birt delivered from any con- 
ſcientious ſnabjeRion to the Inſtitutions of men,and then to the 
remporary Inſtitutions of God which concerned them nor, they 
were left in adependance ob, and ſubjeAion unto himſelf alone, 
asto all thivgs concerrivg worſhip 3 in which Rate he will aſſu- 
redly continue and preſerve them to the end of the world, un- 
der the guidance and direQtion of thoſe Rules for the uſe of their 
Liberty which he has left themin his Word, Bur yet the ptin- 
ciple of the difference before mentioned, which is fixed in the 
minds of men by Nature, did not die together with the contro- 
verſie that mainly iſſued from ic. We may trace it effeftually 
everting it ſelf in ſucceeding Ages, As Ignorance of the Righ- 
reouſneſs of God with adefre to eſtabliſh their own, did in any 
take place, ſoalſo didendeavours after an outward Ceremonions 
worſhip : For theſe things do mutually further avd Rrengthen 
each other. And commonly proportionable unto mens darkneſs 
in the myſtery of the Righteonſneſs .of God in Chriſt, is their 
zeal for a worldly San&nary and carnal Ordinances, And ſuch 
hath beenthe force and efficacy of theſe combined Principles in 
the mindsof carnal men, that underthe profeſſion of Chriſtiani= 
ty, they reduced things (inthe Papacy) to the very ſtate and con- 
dition, wherein they were in Judaiſm ar the time of Reforma- 
tion; the main Principle in the one and the other Church in the 
Apoſtacy, being Legal Righteouſneſs, and an nnivpportable yoke 
of Ceremonious obſervances in the Worſhip of God, And ge- 
nerally in othersthe ſame Principles of Legal R:ghteonſneſs and a 
Ceremonious Worſhip have their prevalency in a juſt proportion, 
the latter being regulated by the former: And where by any 


' »- meansthe former is everted, the latter for the moſt part fallsof 
; irsoxyp accord; yea, though riveted in the minds of men by 
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other prejudices alſo, Hence-when the ſonl of aSinner is effeQn- 
ally wrought uponby the preaching of the Goſpel, to renounce 
himſelf and his own righteouſneſs, and being truly humbled for 
fin, to receive the Lord Chriſt by Faita, as made unto him of 
God Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanftificationy and Redemption, there 
needs ſor the moſt part little argoivg to diſiwade him from reft- 
ipg in, or laying wait upon an out-hde pompous Worſhip ; but 
he 1s immediately ſenſible of a delivery trom its yoke, which be 
freely embraceth, And the reaſon hereof is, becanie that good 
Spiric by whom heis enabled to believe and receive-the Lord 
eſus Chriſt, gives him alſo an Acquittance with, and an expe- 
rxience of the Excellercy, Glory, and Beauty of that ſpiritual 
Communion with God in Chrilt, wherennto Believers are called 
inthe Goſpel, which diſcovers che emptineſs and neleſneſs of all, 
which before perhaps he admired and delighted in, For where 
che Spirit of Chriſt is, there is Liberty, And theſe things of ſeek- 
ing a Righteouſneſs in Chriſt alone, and delighting in ſpiritual 
Communion with God, exercifing it ſelf onely in the wayes of 
his own appointment, do inſeperably proceed from the ſame 
Spiric of Chriſt ; as thoſe before mentioned from the ſame Prin- 
ciple of Seif and Fleſh. . 
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CHAP, II, 


_ The Diſciples of C hrift taken into his own dif] poſ. al, General things , 
to be obſerved about Goſpel Inſtitutions. T heir number ſmall. 
Exceſs of mens Inventions, Things inſtituted bro».ght imoa 
Religionma Relation by the Authority of Chriſt, That Amtho= 
rity ts noxe other. Suitableneſs in the maiter of Tuſtitntions to 
be deſigned to their proper fignificancy, That d:ſcoveratle onely 
by infinite Wiſdome, Alil:tics orven by Chriſt for the Admis 
niſtration of all bis Inſtitntions, The way whereby it was doaey 
Eph.9.7;8. Several Poſtulata laid down. The ſum of the 
whole ſlate of our Queſtion in Feneral. : 


V E have bronght utto, and left the Diſciples of Jeſus 
V Chriſt inthe hand ard ſole diipotal of bim their Lord 
andMaſter, .as to all things which concern the Worſhip of God, 
and how he hath diſpoſed of them ye are in rhe next place to 
B confider, 
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conſider, Now he beingthe Head, Lord, and onely Law-giver of 
his Church, coming from the boſome of his Farher, co make 
the laſt Revelation of bis Mind and Will, was to determine and 
appoint that Worſhip of God in and by himſelf, which was ro 
continue to the end of the world, It belongeth nor unto. our 
purpeſe to conſider diftin&ly and aparrt all the fereral Inflitutions 
which by him were ordained, We ſhall onely obſerve ſome 
chings concerning them in General chat will be of uſe in our pro- 
greſs, and ſo proceed to the Conſideration of that Particular 
about which we are in Diſquiſition of his Mind and Will, The 
Worſhip of God is either Moral and Internal, or External and 
of Sovereign or arbitrary Inſticution, The former we do notnow 
conlider, nor was the ancient original fundamental Ovligation 
unto it altered or diſſolved in the leaſt by theLordChrili. Icwas as 
unto ſuperadded Inſtitutions, of outward Worſhip, which have 
their foundation and reaſon in Sovereign Will and Pleaiure, that 
he took his Diſciples into his own diſpoſal, diſcharging rhem 
from all Obligations to ought elſe whatever, out onely what he 
ſhonld appoinr, Concetrving theſe, ſome few conſiderations will 
. lead us to what in this Diicourie we principally intend, And the 
Firft is, That they were few, and caſte to be obſerved, It was his 
 Willandpleaſure, that the Faith apd Love of his Diiciples ſhould 
inſome few Inſtances beexerciſed in a willivg ready ſnbjeAion 
ro the impoſitions of his Wiſdom and Authority. And their ter - 
vice herein ke doth fuliy recompence, by rendrivg thole his Iofti- 
tutions bleſſed!y nieful ro their ſpiritual advantage. But he would 
not burden them with Ob>!ervances either for »aiwre or number, 
like or comparable unto them from which he purchaſed them 
Liberty. And herein hath the praRiſe of ſucceeding Ages put an 
excellent luſtre vpon bis Love and Tenderneſs, For whereas he 
is the Lord of his Church, ro whom the Conſciences of his Di- 
ſciples are in an unqueftionable ſubjeion, and who can give 
Power and Eff--acy to his Inſticutions to make them uleiul to 
their Sonls? Yet when ſome of their Fellow-ſervants came, 1 
know not how, to apprehend themſelves enabled co impoſe ar- 
bitracily their Appointments, for reaſon ſeeming good to their 
wiſdom, they might have been counted - moderate, if they had 
notociven above ten Commandments,for his one, Belarmine tells 
vs indeed, that the Laws and Inſtitutions of the Church thac 
abſolmely bind all Chriſtians, ſo- that they ſin if they omit mw 
E O = 
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Obſervation, are upon the matter but foxy 3; namely, to obſerve 
che Faſts of Lent and Ember-weeks, to keep the Holy dayes, 
Confeſſion encea year, and io Communicate at Eailer: De Row, 
Pom if, 1:6, 4,cap, 18, But whereas they double che number of 
the ſacred Ceremonies inftitnted by Chriſt, and have every one of 
them a great pumber of (ublervient Oblervations attending on 
them; ſo ke mult be a ranger co their Conncels , Cannon-laws , 
and practiies that can believe his infinuation, 

Again,asthe Inſtitutions and Ordinances of Chriſt in the qQut- 
ward Worſhip of God, whole ſole foundation was in his will 
and pleaſure, were few and eafie to be obſerved, being brought in» 
tO a relation of Worſhip unio God by vertue of his infticurion 
and command, without which no one thing in their kind can do 
ſomore then another; ſothey were for the matter of chem ſuch 
as he knew had an apineſe tobe ſerviceable unto the fignificancy 
wWhereunto they were appointed by him, which nothing bur infi- 
nite wiſdome can judge of, Abd thiserernally ſevers them from 
all things of mens inventions, either co che ſame purpoſe, or in 
the ſame way to beuſed, For as whatever they ſhall appoint in 
the Worſhipof God , can have no fignifican:y at all as unto any 
ſpicicual end, for want of 2 Chrit-like Authority ip their Inſtitu- 
tion, whichalonecan add that fignificancy to them , which in 
chemſclves without ſnch an appoiotmenc they have not; ſo they 
themſelves want wiſdoms to chuie cherthipgs which have any fit- 
neſſe or aptitude to be n{:'d for thatend , if the Authority were 
ſafficientco in:rodace with them , ſuch a ſignificancy, There 1s 
nothing they can in this kiod fix upon , bur as good reaſonas ary 
they are able to tender for the proof of their Expedience unto the 
end propoſed torhem, will be produced to prove them meerfor 
a quite other fenification and purpoſe, ard the contrary unto 
them, as leaſt things diverſe tothem, be aflerred with as fair pre- 
rences, as meet to be uſed in their place and room, 

But that which we principaliy ſhall obſerve in and abont Chriſts 
Iofticutions of Goſpel Worſhip, is the Proviſion that he made 
for the Adminiſtracioa of ic acceptably unto God, Ir is of the 

Infticuted Worſhip ofhis Publick Afſemblies that we treat, The 
chieteſt as and parts thereof may be referred to theſe three 
Heads, Preaching of the Word, Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
and the Exerciſe of Diſcipline; all to be performed with Prayer 


and Thankſgiving, The Rule for the adminiſtration of theſe 
| B 2 things 
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| Ls 
things ſo far as they arepurely of his Inſticntion, he gave his Diſci- 
ples in his appointment ofchem, Perſons alſo he deſigned rothe 
regular admivilir.tien of theſe his holy things in the Allemblies 
of his daints; namely, Paſicrs ard Teachers'toerdure ro the end 
ofthe worid, aiterthole of an exttaordinary employment urdec 
him, were to ceaſe, Ic remaireth chen-toconfidgr how the Per. 
ſons appointed by him unto the Adminifiration of theie Holy 
Thivgs in his Aſſemblies, and foto thedilcharge of the whole 
publick Worſhip of God, ſhould be enabled thereunto , ſo as the 
end by him aimed ac of the Edification of his Diſciples, and the 
Glory of God might be attained, Two ways there are whereby 
this may be done, Firſt by ſuch Spiritual Abilities for the dit- 
charge and performance ot this whole work as will anſwer the 
mind of Chriſt therein, and lo ſerve for the end propoſed, Se. 
condly , By the preſcription of a form of words whoſe reading 
and pronunciation in theſe adminifirations ſhovld outwardly 
ſerveastoallthe ends of the Prayer and Tharklgiring required 
inthem, which they 60 contain, Its evident that our Saviour 
fixt on the former way ; whar he hath dore as to the latter, 
or what his mind is concerning it , we ſhall afterwzrds en- 
ure, | 
I For the firſt , as in many other places ſo Ggnally io one the'A- 
poltle acquaints us with the Covtle be has taken, and the Provi- 
tion that he hath made, namely, Epheſ. 4,7, 8, 11, 12,13, 14, 
15,16, U:toevery of us is given Grace , according tothe meeſare 
of the gift of Chriſt, Wherefore he ſaith wken he Aſcend:d UP 03 
high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men, And he gave 
ſome ApoſHes, ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, end ſore Pa- 
fors and Teachers for the perfeFt ug of the Szints for the work, of the 
Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Boay of Chriſt, till we allcoms mthe 
wnity of the faith andthe knowledge of the Son of God, unto 1 perfe& 
man, untothe meaſure :f the Statmre of the fulneſs of Chriſt, Rc. 
The thivg aimed at is the bringing of all the Sainrs ard Diſciples 
of Chriſt, the whole Church , to that meaſvre and perſeion of 
Grace which Chriſt hath aſſhgned to thern in this worid,thar they 
may be meet for himſelſto recejve.in glory. The m@Ins where- 
by this is to be done and effeQted, is the faithful, regular, and ef- 
fetua} diſcharge of the work of the Minifry , nnto which the 
2dminiftration of all his Ordinances and Infticvrtions do confeſ- 
fedly belopg. That this work may be diſcharged in an orderly 
; | man- 


(13) is 
mannertothe end mentioned , he has granted untohis Chyrch, 
the Offices mentioned to be executed by perions variouſly called 
thereunto according tohis mind and will, 

The onely enquiry remaining is , how theſe perſons (hall be 
enabled for the diſcharge of their Office , and ſo accompliſhment 
of the work of the Miniſtry, This he declares is by the communi» 
cation of grace and ſpiritual gifts ſrom heaven unto them by 
Chrilt himſelf. Here lyeth the ipring of all that followerthz the 
care hereof he hath taken vpon himſelf unto the end of the 
world, Hectharenabled the ſhoulders of the Levites to bear the 

Ark of old, ard their arms to flay the ſacrifices, without which 
natural irength tho!e carnal ordinances cou d not have been ob- 
ſerved (nor was the Ark to be carried form ſupply of defect of as 
bility inthe Levites) hath upon their removal, and che Infſlituti- 
on of the Spicitual Worſhip of the Goſpel, undertaken to ſupply 
the adminirarours of it with ſpiritual Rirength and abilities for 
the diſcharge of their work, allowing them ſupply of the de- 
fe& of that which he hath raken vpon himlelf ro perform, I 
ſnppoſe then that theſe enſuing will ſeem but reaſonable Po- 
inidta, 

1, That the means which Jeſus Chriſt bath appointed for the 

attaininggo! any end is every way ſufficient tor that porpole 


wherennco it is fo appointed: his wiſdome exacts onr conſent to. 


this propoftition, » | 
2, That what he hath taken upon himſelf to perform un- 
tothe endof the word, and promited ſo rodo, that he wiil 
accompliſh accordingly 5 here his faithiulneſſe” requires ove 
aſlenr, | 
3. That the communication of ſpiritnall gifts and graces 
to the Miniſters of the Goſpel is the provifon tbat Chritt 
hath mage for the right diſcharge of che work of their Mini- 
firy, upto the edificationof his Body, This lyes plain in the 
Text. 
4. That the exerciſe ard uſe of thoſegifrs in all thoſe admini. 
f rations ior which they are beftowed, are expeRed and required 
by him, Thenature ot the thipg it ſelf, with intymerable ceftt= 
monies confirm this truth alſo, T2: 
5, That it is derogatory tothe glory, honcurand faithfulneſs 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ro affirm that heceaſeth to beftow gifts 


ſor the work of the Miniſtry, whileſt he continneth and requirerh 
| the 
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theexerciſe and diſcharge of that work: Whar hath befallen men, 
or doth yet befali them through the wretched ſloth, darknels and 
uobeliet, which cheir wilfull neg!e&t ofdependence on him, or of 
Rirting vp, of improving of what they do receivefrom him, and 
the miſchiefs that have accrewed to the Chvrch by the Intrution 
of ſuch perſons into the Place and Office of the Miniſtry as were 
never called nor appointed by him therennto, are not to be impu- 
red unto any failing op hispare , ip his promiſe of diſpenſing the 
oifts mentioned to the end of the world. Of which ſeveral Poſ- 
tions we (hall have ſome uſe inour further progreſs, 
 OurLorcd Jeſus Chriſt then having delivered his Dilciples from 
the yoke of Moſaical Inſtituttons which lay upon them [rom of 
old, as alſo from beingantangled in their conſciences by or from 
any inventions of men impoſed on them, giving them Rules for 
the-praQice of the Libercy wherennto by him they were vindi- 
cated , takivg them tor the farure into his own ſolediſpolal in all 
things concerning the Worſhip of God, he appoints in his Sove- 
reign Authority both the Ordinances which he will have alone 
obſerved inhis Church , and the Perſons by whom they zre tobe 
adminifired , furniſhing them with ſpiritual abilities tothat end 
and purpoſe, promiſing his preſence with them ro the end 
of the :world , commands them' to ſet ſuch in his Name and 
Streneth inthe way and unto the work that he hath allotted 
to them, 

That now which on this Foundation we are further to en- 
quire into is, whether over and above what we have recounted, 
our Saviour hath appointed, or by any ways given allowance un- 
ro theframing of a [tinted Form of Prayers and Praiſes to be read 
and uſed by the Adminiſtratours of his Ordinances in their Ad- 
miniſtration of them ; or whether the preſcription and impoſing 
of ſach a Form or Liturgy npon thoſe who Miniſter in the 
Church, in rhe Name and Authority of Chriſt , be nor contrary 
co his mind, and croſs to his whole de{ign, for perpetuating of his 
Inſticotions to the end of the world, in due order and manner, 
And this we ſhalldog and withall diſcover the Riſe avd Pro- 
7 g__ Liturgies have had, and made in the Church 
of God?# : 


CHAP, 


t15) 


CHAP, 111, 


Of the Lords Prayer , and what may be concluded from thence , as to 
the Luvention and Impeſition of Liturgies inthe publick Worſhip of 
God, The Liberty whereunto Chriſt vindicated , andwherein he 
left his Diſciples, 


He firſt plea ned to give countenance unto the come 
"iN notes and impoſing of Liturgies, is 'taken from that 
att of our Saviour himſelf, who upon the requeſt of his Di- 
ſciples compoſed for them a_ Form ofaiſſrayer , which being 
recorded in the Goſpel, is ſaid to have the force of an In- 
{tirution , rendring the obſervation or uſe of that Form a 
neceſſary duty unto all believers to the end of the world, 
And this. Plea is Rrenethened by a diſcovery which ſome 
learned men ay they have made, namely that our blefled 
Saviour compoſed this Form which he delivered to his Di- 
ſciples, our of ſuch other Forms as were then in ordinary uſe 
2mong the Jewes ; whereby ( they ſay) he confirmed that 
praQlice of preicribipg Forms of Prayer among them ; and 
recommended the ſame courſe of proceeding, by his ſo do- 
ing unro his Diſciples, Now though it be very hard to 
diſcover how upon a ſuppoſition that all which is thus ſug- 
veſted is the very truth, any thing can be hence concluded 
to the Juſtification of the practice of impoſing Liturgies , 
now enquired into z yet that there may be no prerence left 
vnto a plea, though never ſo weak and infirm, of ſuch an 
extract as this layes claim unro, it will be neceflary to con- 
fider the ſeverals of ir, It 1s generally apprehended that 
our Saviour in his preſcription of that fea of Prayer un- 
to his Diſciples did aim artwo things, 1. That they mighc 
have a-ſummary Symbole of all the moſt excellent things 
they were. to ask of God in his Name, and ſo a Rnle of 
{quaring all their deſires and ſupplications by, This end 
all univerſally concur in: and therefore Matthew confider- 
ivg the DoErinal vature of ity gives it a place in the firk 4 
recorded Sermon of our Saviour, by way of —— S 
ang; 4 


_ (6) : 
8nd mentions ic not when he comes to the time wherein ic was 
really firſt delivered by him, 2, For their benefic and advantage, 
together with other interceſſions that they ſhould alſo uſe the 
repetition of thoſe words, as a preſcript Form wherein he had 
comprized the matter of their Requeſts and Petitions, Abour 
this latter, allmen arenor agreed in their Judgements, whether 
indeed onr Saviour had this aim 1n1t or no. Many Learned men 
ſuppoſe that it was a ſupply of a Rule and Standard of thivgs ro 
be prayed for, withour preſcribing to them, the Uſe or Rehearſal 
of that Form of words that he aimed at, Of this number are 
Muſcilns, Grotins, and Cornelis a Lapide, with many others; 
bunt it may luffice to intimate that ſome of all ſortsare ſo minded, 
But we ſhall nor it! WWcale in hand make uſe of any Principle fo 
far obnoxious unto common prejudice, as experience proves 
chat opinion of thoſe Learned men to be, Ler it therefore be ta- 
ken for granted, that our Saviourdid command that Form to be 
repeated by his Diſciples ; and let us then conſider what will re- 
eularly eſne therevpon, Ovr Saviour at that time was Miniſter 
of the Circumcifiop, and taught the DoQtrine of the Goſpel nn- 
der and with the Obſervation of all the Worſhip of the Judaical 
Church, He was not yerglorified, and ſo the Spirit was not as 
yet giveng 1 mean that Spirit which he promiſed unto his Di- 
ſciples, to epable them to pertorm all the Worſhip of God by 
him required at their hands , whereof we bave before ſpoken, 
That then which the Lord Jeſus preſcribed unto his Diſciples 
for their preſent p:a&iſe inthe Worſhip of God, ſeems to have 
belonged untothe Oeconamy of the old Teſtament, Now to 
areue irom the preſcription of, and outward helps for the per- 
- formance of the Worſhip of God under the od Teftamenr, un- 
co a neceflity of the like or the ſame vnder the New, is vpon the 
matter to deny that Chriſt is aſcended on high, and to have gi- 
ven ſpiritual Gifts unto men, eminently diſtin& trom, and above 
thoſe given ont by him under the Judaical Padagogy, However 
their boldneſs ſeems unwarrantable,if not intollerable.. who to 
ſervetheir own ends upon this Preſcription of his, do affirm thar 
our Lord Jeſns Compoſed this Form out of ſuch as were then - 
incommon uſe among the Jews, For as the proof their Aſetti- 
oy which they inſiſt on, namely the finding of ſome of the things 
expreſſed in ir, or Petitiops of it in the Writings of the Jews, 
the eldeſt whereof is ſome hundreds of years yourger then this 
Prayer 


; >, 7003 
| Prayer it ſelf, 1s moſt weak and contewptible ; ſo the 2 ffirmas 
tion It (elt is exceeding derogatory to the glory ard honopr of his 

Wiſdom, affigving unto bim a work fo urreceſlary ard trivial, 

as would icarce become a manof ordinary Prudence 2nd Autho- 

zity, Bur yet to carty on tke workin hard, let it be ſuppoled that 

our Saviour did command that Form of Prayer out of ſuch as 

were thencuſtomarily uted amovg the Jews, which is falſe, and 

aflerted without any colour of proof, alio that he preſcribed ic 

asa Form to te Repeared by his Diſciples, which we have ſhewn 
many very eminently Learned men to deny ; ard that thovgh he 

preſcribed itasa Miniſter to the Judaical Church, ard to his Di- 

iciples whilt Members of that Church, under the Oeconomy of 

the old Teſtament, not havingas yet received the Spiric and Gifts 

of the New, yetthat he did ic for the vſe and obſervance of his 

Diſciples to the end of the World, and that not as to the ob- 

jeRive regulation of their Prayers,bur as to therepetiticn of the 
words ; yet it doth not appear how from all thele Conceſſions 

apy Argument can be drawn to the Compoſition ard Impoſition 

of Liturgies, whole Riſe and Nature we areerquiring alter, For 

It is certain, that ovr Saviour gives this direction tor the end 

which he iptends init, nor primarily as to the Publick Woxſhip 

of the Aſſemblies of his Diſciples, but as to the guidance of eve- 

ry individual Saint i his private Devotion, Marh.6.6,8, Now 

from a DireRion giver unto private Perlons, as to their private 

deportment in the Diſcharge of any Re-igious Duty, co argue' 

'unto a Preſcription of the whole Worſhip of God in pnblick 
Afemblies, is not ſafe, But that we may hear the Argument 

drawn from this a& of our Savieur ſpeak out all that it hath to 

offer, let us adde this alſo to the fore-menticned Preſumptions, 

that our Saviour hath Appointed and Ordained, thatintheAf- 

| ſemblies of his Diſciples in bis Worſhip by him required, they 
who Adminiſter in his Name in and to the Church, ſhould re- 

peat the words of this Prayer, thongh nor peculiarly (uired to 
any one of his Inſtitutions, what will thence be confirued to 
enſue 2 'why then ic is ſuppoſed that this' will follow 3 that it is 
not onely lawfu}, but the. duty of ſome 'menro Compoſe other 
Forms, an hundred times as many, ſnited in their Judgment 
tothe due Adminiſtration of all Qrdinances of Worſhip ip pars 
ticular, impoſing them on the Evangelical Adminiſtrators of thoſe 
-Qrdinances; to be read by us with a ſevere interdicion al 
Sid Rs 2 e | | the 
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the uſe of any other Prayers inthofe Adminiſtrations, Bellarmine 
de Pont, Rom, lib,q.cap.16. argues (for the neceſſity of the Ob- 
ſervation of Rites indifferent, when once:commanded 'by the 
Church, from the necefticy of the Ovfervation of Baptiſm, in 
irs ſelf a thing indifferent, 'afrer it was commanded by*Chrift, 
Some thiok'rhis is nor'ro Diſpure but Blaſptreme, 'Nor is'the'In + 
ference before mentioned of any other Complexton, 'When 'ic 
fhallbemade to appear that whatever it was lawtvl'for the Lord 
Chriſt to do, and to 'preſctibe ro his*Choech' and Diſciples in 
referenze ro'the Worſhip of God, rhe ſame, or any thing of 
the like 'naturce, iris lawiul for men to do; vrder rhe 'pretence 
of their hHeing inveſted with the Anthoriry of the'Church, or 
any elſe whatever, then fome colon will'be given 'ro this Ar- 
ment; 'which beivg raifed onthe 'torrering {yppofirions be- 
ore mentioned, erds in that which feers to deferve anharder 

'name, then ar preſent we ſhall affix mmro ir, | 
- And this'is the ſtare ani condirion wherein rhe Diſciptes vf 
'Chrift were left by himfeif, wichour'the leaſt (intimarton'of ary 
'orber Anpoſitions th"the 'Worſhip'of God robehittoportitem, 
Not in any thing, or by uny a& of his did he intimare the ne- 
'cefliry, 'or lawtul uſe of avy ſuch Liturgies as thefe which we 
#rcenquiring afrer, or. preſcribed and limitted Forms of Pray- 
Ers or Praifes'co'be nſed or rexd it the publick adminiftretioniof 
Evangelical Toſtitutions, bur indeed 'made' proviſion rerdring' all 
ſuch preſctiptions ufeleſs 3 and becauſe they cannot'be mage nite 
of, bur by rejeRion'of the Proviſion by himſelf made, ualawfol, 


| | CHAP, JY, -: Pobt Lathes 
.Of the Worſhip of God by the Apeſtles, No Liturgies wſed by then, 
wor inthe Churches of #heir/plantation, Argument frons their . 
prattice, Reaſons pleat#d forthe uſe of Liturgies, Diſabilities 
of Charch Off cers for Goſpel : Admmiſtrations 10 the edificati- 
9 of theOharch, Unifor mity im the Worſhip of 'God, The pra- 
. Bice of the Ap-files as bo theſe pretences corifldered, Of other 
Impoſtiens, The Rule given by rhe Apoſtles, Of the Litargics 
Fulſly 1ſoribe# unto ſome.of thew, £ 
(YE next enquiry is afret the praQife of the Apoſtes, 'the 
%./ beſt interpretation of the mind of the Lord Fefus*Chtif, 
as to'the Agenda of the Church, or-wharhe YET AATACL 
| | therein 
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therein in the Worſhip of God, and how. That oneend- of their 
being furniſhed with the Spirit of Chrift, was the right: and due 
adminiſtration of his Ordinances in his Church, to the edifi= 
cation of his Diſciples, I ſappoſe will not be denied. By vertue 
ot his aſliſtance, and: the gifts from him-received, they: diſ- 
Charged this part of their duty accordingly, That they uſed: any 
Litorgies in the Chnrch Worſhip wherein they went at any 
time before che Diſciples, cannot with any colour of proof be 
pretended, The Scripture givesus an acconnt of many of their 
Prayers, of none that were a Repetition of a Form. If any ſuch 
were uted by them, how came che memory of themurtetly to: 
periſh off the Earth ? Some indeed of the Ancients. ſay that 
they uſed the Lords Prayer in the Conſecration of the Euchariſt, 
Which by others is denied, being in its ſelf improbable, and 
the Tetimomes weak that are produced in behalf of irs Af= 
ſertion, But as hath been ſhewed; the uſe of that Prayerno way 
concerys the preſent Queſtion, There are no more Chrifts bur 
Ope ; tous there is one Lord Jcins Chrit, For him who hath 
affirmed, that it is likely they «ſed Forms of Prayer and Homi= 
lics compoſed for them by Saint Peter, I ſuppoſe he muſt ferch 
his Evid:nce out of the ſame Authors that he viſzd, who af- 
firmed that Jeſus Chriſt himielf went vp and down /»ging 
M:(., 

ihe practice then of the Apoſtles is not, as far as I know, 
by any ſober and learned Perſons controverced in this matter, 
They admiviftred the- holy things of the Goſpel, by vertue of 
the boly Gifts-they hed received, Bur they were Apoliles, The 
enquiry is, what DireQions. ard Commands they gave unto 
the Biſhops or Paltors of the Churches which they pianted, 
that they might know how ro behavethemſelves inrche Houſe 
and V Vorſhip of God, VVhaitever they might: do in the diſ- 
charge of their duty -by vertue of their extraordinary Gifts, yet 
the caſe might be much otherwiſe with them, who were in- 
tufted with ordinary Mivilterial Gifts onely, But we do not 
find that they made any diſtinRion in this mitter berween thems 
ſelies and others, For as the Cate of a!] the Chvrches was on 
- them, the duties whereof they were to diſcharge by verine of 
the Giits they had received, according to their Commiſſion 
impowering them therevnto, ſo to the Biſhops of particvlar 


Churches, they gave charge to _ nnto the —— 
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_  theholy things in them, by vertne of the Gifts they had 


received to that purpoſe, according to the limits of their Com- 
miffion, And upon a ſuppoſition that the Apoliles were en- 
abled co diſcharce all Goſpel Adminiſtrations to the edification 


\ of the Church, by vesrne of the Gitts they had received, which 


thoſe who were to come after themin the performance of the 
ſame Duries, ſhould not be enabled unto, it cannot be imagi- 
ned butthar they would bave provided a ſupply for that want 
and defe& themſelves; and not have left the Church halt and 
maimed to rhe Cure of thoſe men, whoſe weakneſs and unfic- 
neſs for the Duty was its Diſeaſe, So then neither did the Apo- 
files of our Lord Feſns Chriſt uſe any Liturgies, in the ſence 
ſpoken of, in their adminiſtration of the Worſhip Inflitoted 
by himip his Chncch, nor did they Preſcribe or Command any 
ſach ro the Churches, or their Officers that were planted in 
them; nor by any thing intimate the uſefulneſs of any ſach Li» 
turgy, or Form of publick Worſhip as after Ages found our 
and uſed, 

Thus far then is the Liberty given by Chriſt unto his Church 


- preſerved intire, and the Requeſt ſeems not immodeſt that is 


made for the Continuance of it. When men cry to God for the 
Liberry in his Worſhip, which was left unco them by Chriſt 
and his ApoPles, he will undoubredly hear, though their Fellow 
ſervants ſhould be deaf to the like Requeſts made unto them : 
Andiruly they muſt have a great Confidence intheir own Wil- 
dome and Sufficiepvty, who will undertake to Appoint and Im- 
poſe on others the Obſervation of things in the Worſhip of 
God, which neither our Lord Jeſus, nor his Apoſtles did ap- 
point or impoſe, 

Two things axe principally pretended as Grounds of the 
Impofitien of publick Licurgies. F:rf, The diſability of the pre- 


kent Miniſters of t he Churches to Celebrate and adminifler the 


Ordinances of the Goſpel ro the honour of God, and Edifica- 
tion of the Church. withontthe ule of them, Secondly, The great 
importance of Uni ormity in the Worſhip of God, nor poſ- 
fibly to be arcained, but by vertue of this expedienc, I deſire 
to know whether theſe Arouments did occur the conſideration 
of the Apoklles or no 2 If they ſhalt ſay chev did; Idefire to know 
why they did not make upon them the Proviſion now judged 
peceſſiry, and whether thoſe that fo do, & not therein pre- 
ferre 


(21) 
ferre their wiſdome and care for the Churches of God , unto 
the wiſdome and &6are of the Apoliles, If it ſhall be ſaid, thar 
the Biſhops or Paſtors of the Churches, in their dayes had 
abilities for the diſcharge 6f the whole work of the Miniſtry 
withont this relief, ſo that the Apoſtles had no need to make 
any ſach ſupply, I defire ro know from whom they had theſe 
abilities; If jr be ſaid thar they had them from Jeſus Chrif,I 
then ſhall yer alſo furtherask, whether ordinary Biſhops or Pa- 
ſtors had any other Gifts from Jeſus Chriſt, but what be pro- 
miſed robeſtow on ordinary Biſhops and Paſtors of his Churches; 

ir ſeems to me that he beſtowed no more upon them then he 
promiſed to beſtow, viz, Gifts for the Work of the Miniry, 
with an eſpecial regard to that ontward condition of his 

Churches, whereunto by his providence they were diſpoſed. 
It will then in the next place be enquired, whether the Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt promiſed to give any other Gifts to the ordinary 
Biſhops and Paſtors of rhe Churches in thoſe dayes, then he 
promiſed to all ſuch Officers in his Church co the end of the 
World, If this appear to” be the ſtate of things, that the Pro- 
miſe by vertue whereof they received thoſe gifts and abilities 
for the diſdarge of their duty, which rendred the Preſcription 
of Liturgies needleſs, as to the firſt Ground of them pretend- 
ed ; did and do equally reſpe& all that ſucceed in the ſame 
Offce-and Duty, according to the mind and will of Chrift 
unto the end of the World, is not the pretended neceſſity de- 
rogatory to the glory of the faithſulneſs of Jeſns Chriſt ,, as 
plainly intimating that he doth not continue to fulfil his Pco- 
miſe; or at leaſt a full declaration of mens unbelief, char they 
do not, nor will depend upon him tor the accompliſhment of 
the ſame, Thus the firſt pretended Ground of che neceflary uſe 
of {uch Licureies as we ſpeak of, endeth in a refleRion upon the 
honour of our Lord Jeſus, or a Publication of their own Un- 
belief, and Apoſtacy, , 

The Seco:dis like the former, Ic will not, 1 ſuppoſe, be deni- 
ed bnt that the Apoſtles took care forthe Unity of the Churches, 
and forthat Uniformity in the Worſhip of God which is accepta- 
ble nnto bim, Evidence lyes lo full unto it in their Writings,that 
3t cannot be denied. Great weight every where they lay upon 
this duty of the Churches, and propoſe unto them the wayes 
whereby it may be done, with multiplied Commands and Exhor- 

cations 


* Oz) 

' tations to attend: nato:them, * Whence 'is ic then that they neter 
once intimate any thing of.thatwhich is now-preſled, as the one- 
Iy medium forthe attaining ofthat end? It cannot but ſeem frapge 
to ſome; that this ſhould/be the onely expedient for that Unifor- 
miry-which is acceptable unto God , and yer not once come into 
che thoughts of any. of the Apoſtlesof Chriſt, ſoas tobe com- 
mended/umtothe Churches for:thacpurpoſe. Conſidering the ma» 
py Treacheries that are in che hearts of men, and-che powerfull 
workings of unbelief under the molt ſolemn ourward Profeſſions, 
T fear it will appearatrthe lalt day, that the true riſe of moſt of the 
Impoſitions on the Conſciences of men, which on various pre- 
rentes are praiſed inthe World, is from the ſecret thoughts 
that either Chriſt-doth nottake that Care of his Churches , nor 
makethat ſupply vnco them of {piricual abilities for the work of 
the Minifiry:, which he,did1n the days of old ; or that menare 
now grown wiſer thenthe Apoſtles, and choſe who ſucceeded 
them in the adminiltrationof the things ot God , and fo are able 
to make better proviſion for attaining the end they profeſſedly 
aimed at, then they knew how todo, ; 

The Heathen I'confeſs thought Forms of Prayer to a means of 
preſerving: an;uniformity in their Reitgious Worlhip. Hence 
they had a:ſolemn Form tor every publick ation ; yea » for thoſe 

Orations which the Magiſtrates had unto the People. So Levins 
informs-us, thatwhen Sp, P:thamins the Conſul. was to ſpeak 
unto the People about che wickednefles that were perpetrated 
by many under the pretence of ſome Bacchanalian inperſtition, 
he gavethem-an account of the nſefuIneſs of the Solerne precatioe 
is carmen, Which he had recited to keep out, and prevent ſuch 
differences about their Religion as were then fallen out, 1:6, 39. 
Concione advocata cuns Soleune precationts carmen quod prefari pris 
uſquaer popnluns alloguaniar, Magiftratus ſoleut, peregiſſet Corſal, 
nacapit, Nulli unqiam concionty Quirites, tam non ſolum apta, ſed 
etram neceſſaria hec ſolenny Deorum compreCatiofuit, que nos ad- 
moneret, hos eſſe Dros 5tos coleve wenerari, precarique CMajores ve- 

ftriinftituiſſentz non illos, 8c, Burt T hope we! ſhall nor 'preferre 
their Exampleand Wiſdome before that of eur Lord Chriſt , and 

his Apoſtles, = 
Were prejudices removed, and ſelf-intecefts laid: ont-of the 
way; a-man-would think there were not mach more-neceſſity for 
the'determination of this differencez Chirift , and his Apoſtles, 
"gee with 


- (33) | 
with the Apoſtslical Churches, knew no fuchLitnrgies, Arleaft 
K {eem3 /as was {aid'not an unreaſonable requeſt ro as humbly 
and peaceadly acthe hands ofany of the ſons of men, that they 
would bepieaſed to allow nnto'Minifters of the Goſpel that are 
ſoundincthe Faith, andknown fo to be, 'who will willingly tub» 
mir che'tryal of their Miviiterial abilities 40 the Judpenient of 
any 'who are tavohit of God , '2nd'enabled'ro diſcern/'of them a- 
right/that Liberty tithe Worſhip of'& »d which was confefſed- 
ly lefr unto them by Chrift '#nd his Apoſtles. Bne'cheifare of 
chings is-altered ithe'World, At a'Conventionof the'/Apottles 
and others, wherein theholy Ghoſt dit pecuharly preiide; when 
the Queſtton abofr Impoſitions was agitared, ie was concluded 
Thatnathing ſhovld be impoſed onthe Diſciples: but what 'was 
weeeſſary for them'to- obſerve anrecedently to any Impoſitions', 
Afts 15. 28, neceflary thonegh-not in-their own fixture, ' peri 
.the:-poftnre of things inthe Churches, neceffary-to-theavoilance 
of ſcandal, whereby the obſerracton of that-injunRion was to be 
reculated, Nor was there among -the things cajled neceffary the 
Impotition &f any onething poſitively co be 'praftifed by any of 
the Diſciples fn the Worthipof'God, 'but onely an 4bridgementc 
of their Liberty in'ſome few external thines, iro which it did'rea}- 


ly extend, Bur that Spirit of Wiſdome, Moderation,/and Teridor- 


nels whereby they were guided being reje&ed by men, they began 
to think that'they might multiply Impoſitions as to the poſitive 
practice of rhe Diſciples'of .Chtiſt in the V Vorſhip of God ac 
their pleaſure, ſo that they could prerend chat they were indiff2- 
rentinthemfelves beforei the lmpoſtion of Yhem:, which gives 
asthey ſay , -a\neceffivy to their Obſervations; Which prozeed- 
ing ant be-:eft tothe: Judgement» ſear of. Jeſns Chriſt, Jd{ath, 
25.450 | 

Icis not worth onr ſtay to confider what is pretended concer- 
-nmg theamiquity: of Litutgies , from [ſome 'yertcexcavithac bear 
the Names of fome:of the Apoitiesor Brangeliſts, There:ts one 
rhit isvalled bythe Name of Fages, primedin/Greek «and La- 

. eines anotheraſcribednnco'P:rey publiſhed by Lind wnurg one 
- alſo to /Matthew,caled'the Eobrapioks anocherto Hark; Whith 
:yr&in the Bible PP, Anipainyhaverbden raken by Sumrfrur, 
/Þ awtlins amd others; to provethetn: geviney bur fomuch invain 
a5certainly dorbing fond beimpte: Nrrdoth: 5 conan itreheir 
*guleaicrivomy fb chm? uaco-thent, We;hdedmotuny 


lon=. 
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longer Ray ro removethis Rubbiſh our of opr'way, They muſt 

ltravgers to the Spirit , Doctrine, and Writings of the Apo- 
files, whocanimpoſe ſuch Traſh upon them, as theſe Liturgjes are 
Aluffed withall ? The common ule of words in them notg;nown 
inthe Ages of the Apoſiles, nor of ſome of them enſuing ; The 
parts in them whoſe Contrivers and Framers are knownto have 
lived many Ages after ; The mentioning of ſuchchings in them, 
as Were not once dreamed of inthe dayes whereunto they pre- 
tend, The remembrance of them in them as lone before them de- 
ceaſed, who are ſuggeſted to be their Authours. The preferring 
of other Liturgies betoxe them when once Liturgies came in uſe, 
with a negle& of them ; which the utter filepce of che firſt Chri- 
Rian Writers, Stories, Councels concernipg them, do abundantly 
manifeſt thar they are plainly Suppoſitions, of a very late Fraud 
and Invention, Yea, we have teliimonies clear enovgh againſt 
this pretence, In Gregore 416.7, Epiſt, 63, Alcuinus, Amatoritu, 
Rabanus, lib, P, P, tom,to. with whom conſent Walafridum,Stra- 
bo, Rupert Titienſis, Berno, Radulphus Tangrenſfis, and general- 
ly all that have writcep apy thivg about Licurgies in former days, 
many of whom ſhew how, when, and by whom the ſeveral parts 
of that Publick Form which at lepgth fgvally prevailed were in- 
vented and bronghr into uſe, . | | 


een emo. 


CHAP. 'Y; 


The praftive of the Churches in the. firſt three Centaries as to Forms 
; -of Publick Worſhip, No ſet Forms of Liturgies uſed by them, The 

Silence of the” firſt Writers concerningthem, Some Teſtimonies 
=" againſt them, y 


| T.is not about Rinted Forms of Prayer in the Worſhip and 
Service of God, bythole who of their ownaccord domake uſe 
of that kind of Affiftarce, judging that courſe to be better then 
any thing they ca do themſelves in the diſcharge of the work of 
the Minifiry, bur of the Impofition of Forms :on others who de- 
Gre co ſtand faſt inthe Liberty with which Chriſt bath made chem 
Free, that we enquire. This Freedome we: bave manifelted to 
have been purchaſed forthem-by:the Lord Jeſus; andthe ule of ic 
continued by che Apoſtles in cheit: own practice, ay 0 
urcenes 


/ 
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Churches planted by themſelves, And this will one day appearc 
co have been a ſufficient Plea for the maintenance of that Liberty 
to the end of the world, New though what is purely matter of 
Fat amovg the ſucceedivg Churches , be nor ſo tar Argumenta= 
tive as to be ipfifted on as a Rule exaRly birding'ns to the imita«» 
tion of it; yet it is deſervedly worthy of great Conſideration , 
and not haftily to be rejected, anle(; it be diſcovered to have 
been diverſe from the Word whereunto we are bound in all 
things to attend, We ſhall chereforemake ſome enquiry ipto the 
praRice of thoſe Churches, as ro this matter of preſcribing of 
Forms of Prayer in $8 Church' Adminiſtrations , ſo 
farre as any thipg thereof is by good Antiquity tranſmitted un- 
tO Us, 5 HEE 
Our firſt Enquiry ſhall be into the three firſt Centuries,where* 
in confeſſedly the Areams of Goſpel lnſticutions did run moſt 
clear and pure from humane mixtures, then in thoſe following, 
alchougb few of che Teachers that were of Note do eſcape from 
Animadverſions from thoſe that have come after them, Ir cannor 
be denied but that for the'moſt part che Churches and their 
Guides withinthe ſpace of the time limicted , walked in the paths 
marked our for them by the Apoſtles, and made conſpicuous by 
the FootReps of che firſt Churches planted by them, Ic doth nor 
then appear, for oughtas I can yer diſcover, that there was any 
attempt to Invent, Frame and Compoſe any Liturejes or preſcri- 
bed Forms ofadminiftring the Ordinences of the Goſpel , exclu- 
five to the diſcharge of that duty by vertne of ſpiricua] Gifts re- 
ceived from Jeſns Chriſt, much leſs for an Impoſition of any ſuch 
Forms on the Conſciences and Practice of all the Miniſters of the 
Churches within the crime mentioned, If any be contrary mind- 
ed, it is incumbent on them to evince their Aſſertion by ſome in- 
Nances of unqueſtionable Truth, As yer, that I know of, this is 
not performed by any, Barenins ad An, Chriſti 58, num. 102, 
102, 104, &c. treating expreſ]y of the publick Prayers ofthe An- 
cient Chriſtians , is wholly Glent as to the uſe of any Forms a- 
monelt them; though he contends for their Wo: ſbipping to= 
wards the Eaft, which cuſtome when it was introduced, is moſt 
uncertain: but moſt certain that by many it was immoderately 
abuſed, who expreſly worſhipped the Riſing Sun; of whichabo- 
minable Idolacry among Chriſtians , Leo complains Serm, 7, De 
Nativitate, Indeed the Cardinal ad Az. 63. 12,17, faintly con- 
; D tends 


(26). : 
tends, that ſome things inthe Licurgy of 7ames were compoſed 
by him, becauſe ſome paſſages apd expreſſions of ir are uſed by Cy- 
rilof Jeruſalen in hu Miſtagog. 5. Bnc "whereas Cyril lived not 
within the time limitted nnto our Enguiry, and thoſe Treatiſes 
are juſtly ſuſpe&ed-ro be: fuppofitrars, nor 1s the Teſtimony of 
_ thatLiturgy | opceciced ormebrioned by him , che weaknels of 
this infiouation is evident, Yea, it 1s moſt probable thar whoſo- 
ever was the Compoſer of rhat forged Litorgy, he took thoſe Paſ- 
ſages out of choſe reputed Writings of Cy7i/, which vere known 
io the Church long before the.name ofche orher was heard of, I 
know no ground of expeQtation of the performance of thar, 
which as yet men have come ſhort in, namely, in producing Te- 
Rimonies for the uſe of ſach Licurgies as we. are enquiripg after, 
conſidering the diligence, ability ,. and intereſt of thoſe have been 
already engaged in that enquiry, Now the ſilence of thoſe, who 
in all probability wotld havegiven an account of them , had any 
ſuch bees in uſe intheir dayes, with the deſcription they gave us 
of ſuch a performance of the Worſhip of God in the Aſſemblies of 
Chriſtians, as is inconſiſtent with ; and excluſive of ſuch preſcri- 
bed Forms as we treat of, isas follan evidence inthis kind as our 
negative is capable of, 1n thofe golden. Fragments of Antiquity 
which we have preſerved by Ezſebims, I mean the Epililes ot the 
Church of Smyrna, about rhe Martyrdome of Po/;carpms , and of 
the Churches of jenna and Lyons , . concerning their Perſecuri- 
on, We havenot the leaſt intimation of any ſuch Forms of Ser- 
vice. In the Epiſtle of C/:mzens , orthe Church of Roweto the 
Church of Corinth,in thoſe of gnatius, in the Writings of 7uftiz 
HMyrtyr, Clemens, Tertullian , Origen, Cyprian, and their Con- 
temporaries, there is the ſame filence concerning them, The 
Pſeudopegraphical Writings that bear the Names of the men of 
thoſe Lives, with any pretence ofconfiderable Antiquity, as the 
Canons of the Apoſtles, Qneſtiones ad Orthodoxos, Diony ſins Hies 
rarch, Divin, New, will nothelpin the canſe, Forthough in 
ſome of them there are Prayers mentioned , and that for and a- 
bout ſnck things as werenot in Rerum Natura , inthe dayes 
wherein thoſe perſons lived , upto whoſe Names they are faiſly 
aſcribed ; yet they ſpeak nothing to the point of Liturgies as ta- 
tedin onr enquiry. Something I confeſs may be found in fome of 
the Writings,of ſome one or twoof thoſe of the third Century, 
. Intimativg the ule of ſome particular Prayers in ſome Churches ; 
ns 90. 


(27) OI 
So Origen, Homil, 11,in Hierimea, Ki frequenter in oratione di- 
C1944 3 aa onnipotens, da nabis partem cuns Prophetis , da cnns Aps- 
lis Chriſt: tuii tribue ut inveniamnr ad weſtigia wrigeniti ti, Bur 
whether he ſpeaks of a Form, or of the matter onely of Prayer , «I 
kaow not. But ſuch Paſſages, belong nor unto our purpoſes 
Thoſe who deal expreſly about che Order, State, and Condition 
ot ihe Churches, and che Worſhip of God in them, their Prayers 
and Sopplications knew nothing of preſcribed Liturgies; yea, they 
afhrin plainly that which 1s incoofitenc with the uſe of them. The 
account given of the, Worſhip of the Chriſtians in thoſe dayes by 
Jaftin Martyr, and Tertallian, is known as having been often 
pleaded, I {hall onely mention it in our Paſſage, and begin with 
the latter. 7E:c;ſaith he, ( that is towards Heaven) ſ#ſpiciertes 
Chr:ſttan; (nor like the Idolaters who looked on their Idels and 
Images) manibus expanſis (not emvracing Alars or Images asdid 
the Heathen) 4.4/4 inuoc:ts capite nude. quia non erubeſc ri mus deni« 
gue fine monito/e, quia de petoreovramus , nor as they who repeat 
their Prayers after their Priefts or Sacrificers, bur powring out onr 
Prayers conceived in onr breafis, Apol. cap, 30, And gain cap, 
39. C or pas ſummns de conſriemia , Religions & Diſcipl ne uu ite 
& ſpei faedere coimms in catiins © congregationen, ut ad Down qua» 
ſo vifafta precatianibus ambiarmns ovantes, Has vis Deo grata eff, 
Oran ms etiam, fc, Whether this detcriprtion of the publick 
Worſhip of the Chriſtians inthofe days be coriiltent with the 
preſcribed Forms contended abont , impartial men may eaſily 
diſcern, LE 
The former !reateth ofthe ſame matterip bis Apology in fe- 
veral places of its "AJ:©- 18y wy ws #8 ETpuiv, 7 Seproveyev FS PN 74 
maT); ce0%uey oh averSci arue fs x; ood av of Sopiaps fy), o; wHiÞar 
y Inpor, atyorTts y Aba yh ty acting 2 Gig Tearptegue)s mary 
Gan Sunapus awsT@, Atheiſt ',laiihne, we are not , ſeerng we wor- 
ſhip the Maker of the world, affirming indeed 4s we ave tawg ht that he 
ſands inno need of bloud, drink=117rings or incenſe , it all our Obl.m- 
tions we praiſe hins acEordins to o87 abil tieswith (or n the way of) 
Prayer and Tharksgivings, This was it leems the Lirureie of rhe 
Church in the days of J+/t:z Iartyy, they called _ Ged wuh 
Prayer and Thankſgivings according to the abilities they bad re- 
ceived. The like acconnr he gives of the Proyerp perſons con- 
verted to preparethem{elves for Eaptiſm, as alſtfof the Prayers of 
the Adminifiratours of that Ordinance, Aſterwtid alſo treating 
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niſtry muſi cu, it beirg a thing not onely deſtitute of any war- 


(28) 


of the joyning the Baptized. perſon vntothe Church; and the 


Adminiftration of the Lords Supper in the Aſſembiy he adds. Me- 


Tae Td fTw; Woo Toy meTaTrpeveyy, 5 TurnaTaTAoptyoy 81 Tv A£y0p4k - 
a 6 [ » b \ " \ 

vous da ps aryouty Evda cvrnywner ict, xoryas. wyas Tounoauey © 

unte T6 #avi9l, x) fy pwriirrOr, &c, After the Believer wi ot joyn- 


 edunto us ts thus waſhed, we bring him tothoſe who are called Bre- 


thren (that is the Body of the Church) ch.ther where they are ga- 
thered together for to make their Prayers and Supplications for thems 
ſetwes and him who u (newly) illuminated, &c, Theſe Prayers he 
declares afterwards , were made by him who did preſide among 
the Brethren in the 4 flembly, that 1s the Biſhop or Paſtor , who 
when he had finiſhed his Prayer, the whole people cried Amen ; 
which leaves ſmall room forthe practice of any Liturgy that 1s 
this day extant ,. or that hath leſt any memory ef its ſelf in the 
world, Theſe Prayers and Supplications he addeth that the Prefi- 
dent of the Aſſemdly 57% SVraps duny dvaniuae powreth out ace 
cordivg to his ability; and 6 Toav Tofirai: be doth this work 
atlarge, or continnes long in his work of (praiſes unto God in 
the Name of Jelus Chriſt, ) 1know ſome have excepred againſt 
the nſnal interpretation of thoſe words 3oy Svvapr; 3 although 
they have not been ableto aſſign ary other tolerable ſenſe unto 
them, befides that wbich they would willingly oppoſe, Bur as 
the rendring of them according tab ability; Or as he is able ma 
not onely be jaſtified but evinced to bethe onely ſenſe the words 
are capable of, ſo the Argument in hand doth not as to its effica= 
cy depend on the precile hgnification of thoſe two words, but on 
the whole contexture of the holy Martyrs diſcourſe; ſo relating 
to the Worſhip of the Churches in-thoſe dayes, as to manifeſt 
thatthe uſe of preſcribed Forms of Liturgies to be read in them 
Was then utterly unknown, 

I ſuppoſe ir will be granted that the time wehave been enqui- 
rivg into, namely. the firſt 3eoyears after Chriſt, was the time of 
the Churches greateſt puricy, though ont of her greateſt Proſperi- 
ty 3 that the Union of the ſeveral Chnrches waspreſerred,beyond 
what afrerward was ever ina Goſpel way attained, and the Uni- 
formity in Worſhip which Chriſt requires obſerved amonet 
them ; hat #this while the uſe of thele Liturgies was utterly un- 


known, whith:mc:kes the caſe moſt deplorable, that it ſhould 


now be made thz Hinge whereon the whole exerciſe of the Mi- 


Ta5t 


(79) 

rant from Chriſt and his Apoſtles , bututterly unknown to thoſe 
Churches whoſe Antiquity - gives them delervedly reverence 
withall ; and ſo cannot claim its ſpring and original anteceden: 
to ſuch miſcarryings and miſtakes in the Churches, as all acknow - 
ledge to deſerve a narrow and ſerious weighipg and conſideration; 
we may then, I ſuppoſe, without giving occafionto the juſt impu» 
tation of any miſtake, Afﬀfirm, That the Compoſing and Impoſiti- 


on of Licurgiesto be neceſlarily uſed or read in the Adminiſtrati- - 


on of the Ordinances of the Goſpel , is deſtitute of any Plea or 
. Preceace, from Scripture, or Antiquity, 


_— 


CHAP. VI, 


The pretended Antiquity of Liturgies diſproved. The moſt Ancient, 
T heir variety, Canons of Counſels about Forms of Church Ad» 
miniſtrations, The Reaſons pleaded in the juſtification of the 
firſt Invention of Liturgies anſwered, Their progreſſes and 


6%u4, 


COD with.what confidence the Antiquity of Licurgies 
inthe Churches of Chriſt hath been pretended, ir may ſeem 
firange to ſome that we ſhould ſo much as attempt to divert 
chem of that Plea and Pretence, But the love of the Truth en- 
forceth us to contend again{t many prejudices in this matter, 
May a denial of their Antiquity with the Reaſons of that denial 
tendered, provoke any to aſlert it by ſuch Teſtimonies, as we 
have not as yer had the happineſs to come to an acquaintance 
with , the advantage as well as the trouble will be theirs who 
ſhall ſo do, Onely in their endeavour tothat purpoſe, Iſhall de- 
fire of them that they. would not labour to Impoſe on thoſe 
whom they undertake to inform , by the ambiguous uſe of ſome 
words amongthe Ancient, nor conclude a preſcribed Form of Ad+ 
miniltration when they find mention of che Adminiſtration it 
ſelf, nor reckon reading of the Scriptnres , orlinging of Pſalms as 


parts o*the Liturgy contended about , nor from the uſe of ſome ' 


particular Prayer by ſome perſons, argue for the equity or neceſli- 
ty of Compoling ſuch entire Licurgies , or Offices as they call 
them, tor all Evangelical Adminigracours, and their neceſſary ob- 


ſeryation, So that thele. Conditions be obſerved ; Ifhall proteis 
cy, 
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. ( 30) : Y 
my ſelfmnch engaged unto any one who ſhall diſcover a Riſe of 
chem-within the hmirs of che Antiquity that hath been uſually 
precended and pleaded intheir Juſtification and praRice, For my 
part 1 know not any thing that ever obtained a PraRice and Ob- 
feryation among Chrittians, whoſe ſprings 2re more dark and obs 


- ſcurethen theſe of Licorgies, They owe not their Original co any 


Councels, General or Provincial; they were nor the produ& of 
the Advice or Conſent of any Churches, nor was there any one of 
them at any time compleated. No Pleas can I as yer diſcover in 
them of old about Uniformity intheir nſe, or any Conſent in 
them about them. Every Church ſeemeth to have done what 
ſeemed good in the Churches own eyes, iter once the way unto 
the Ule ofthem was opened. To whom in particular we are ia- 
debred for that Invention, I know not : It may be thoſe who are 
wiſer do; and1Iwiſh they would valve the Thanks that they 
may have for the Diicovery when they ſhall he pleaſed to make 


| it. Theyſeemto me rohave hadbur (lender Originals, One in- 


vented one Ferm of Prayer, or Thankſgivivpg, or BenediCtion z 
Another added to what he had tonnd ont, which was the ea- 
fier task, ' Future Additions gave {ome cowpleatneſs ro their 
beginners, Thoſe in the Greek Church, which bear the names 
of Chryſoſtome and Baſ;il, feem to be the firſt that ever extend- - 
ed themſelves ro the whole Worſhip of the Church ; nor thar 
by them whoſe Names they bear they were Compoſed as 
pow they appear, unleſs we ſhall rhink that chey wrote them 
after their deceaſe; bur probably they Colle&ted ſome Forms 
into Order that had been by others Invented; making fuch 
Additions themſelves as they judged needinl, and fo com- 
mended the nſe of them, to the Churches wherein they did 
preſide. The uſe of them being arbitrarily introduced, was not 
by any InjunGion we find, made neceflary, Much leſs did any 
one {ivgle Form plead for a general Neceffiry, In the Latine 
Church, Ambr:ſe uſed ore Form, Gregory another, and [fdre 
athird. Nor is it unlikely bur the Litorgies were as many as 
the Epilcopal Churches of thoſe dayes, Hence in the begin- 
nivg of the Fifth Century in an Africa Connce!, Can,70, which 
is the 203d inthe Codex Car, African z- it is provided, that no 
Prayers be read jn the Adminifration of the Enchariſt, bur 
ſuch as have been approved in ſome Conncel, or bave been ob- 
ſerved by ſome Prudent men formerly; which Canomw _ 
ome 


| (32) _ 
fome Addition is confirmed in the Second 14:enitay Councel 

Can.i2z, and the Reaſon given in both is, leaſt there ſhould 
any thing comrary to the Faith, creep into their way of Wor- 
ſhip, Bar this, as 1 ſaid, was inthe beginning of the Fifth Cen- 
tury, after diverie Forms of Adminiſtration of holy things in 
the Church, had by divers been invented. The finding our of 
this Invention was the a& of tome particu}ar men, who. have 
not been pleaſed to acquaint ns with theReaſon of their under- 
taking, As yet it doth not appear unto ns, that thoſe Reaſons 
conld poſſibly be raken from the VVord , the praiſe of the 
Apoſtles, or the Caurches by them planted, or choſe which 
followed chem for ſome Generations, nor from any Councel 
held betore their dayes;8 ſo it may be we are not mnch concern- 
ed co enquire what theytwere, Yer what is at preſent pleaded in 
the behalt of che firſt Compoſers of Licurgies may in the way be 
chiefly coniidered, Neceflity is the firft thing uſually pretended, 
Many men being putinto the Office of the Minifiry, who had 
not Gitts and Abilities for the profitable diſcharge ot the V Vork 
of the Miniſtry, nnto the edification of the Church, they who. 
haJ chez over-fight of them according to the cullome of thoſe 
dayes, were entorced ro Compoſe -ſach Forms for their ule, as 
they judged expedient, ſo providing for the Edification of the 
Church , which elſe would have ({uffered from theic weakne(s 
and ininficiency. Belides many parts of the V Vorld, eſpecially 
che Eaxft, in thoſe dayes {warmed with Aui5.7rizirarian Here- 
ticks of ſundry ſorts, who many of them by unſuſpected wiles, 
and diſimulations and ſubſcriptions of Confeſſions, endeavour» 
ed tocreep into the Office of the Miniſtry of the Church, partly 
ont of blind zeal ro diffaſe the poylon of their abominations, 
partly onr of carnal Policy to be made partakers of the advan- 
rages, which forthe moſt part attended che Orthodox Protefſion,. 
This increaſed the neceflicy of Compoſing ſuch Forms of Pab- 
lick VVorſhip, as being filled with Expreſſion: poinred againſt 
the Errors of the Times, might be a means to keep Seducers 
from impoſing themſelves on Ecclefiattical Adminiſtrations, 
Tans there 15 no Antient Licnrey, bur ic is full of che expreſſions 
that had been conſented upon in the Connſels that were Con- 
veened for the Condemnation of thoſe Errors, which were in 
their dayes moſt rife and pernitious. Onthis ground do learned 


men of all ſorts conclude the Licurgy falfly alcribed 'x0- Famer, 
eo. 


(32) 
to be younger then the Nieene avd Epheſine Councels, from the 
ule of the words 5usc:©- and /$6y76x6- in it, | | 
Bur ic doth nor yet appear that theſe Reaſons were ſafficient 
to' jultifie ſuch-an )nnovation 10 the Churches of Chriſt, For 
ſuppoſivg that there were ſuch a decay of Gifts and Abilities 
amovg them that werecalled to the Adminiſtration of Goſpel 
Inſtitutions, that they were not able to diſcharge their duty 
in that work, tothe edification of the Church, in like manver 
as thoſehad done who wenrc before them, this muſt needs have 
come to paſs, either becanſe our Lord Jeſus Chriſt did ceaſe to 
oive ont his Gifts to his Church, as he had done in former dayes 
upon his uſnal terms 3 or that men” were negligent and care- 
leſs in the receiving of them from hint,” either not ſeeking them 
at his band, or not exercifirg-and improvirg of them accord- 
irg'to his will and command, Other Reaſon of this decay that 
I know of, cannot be aſſigned. To affirm the former on any 
pretence whatever, is blaſphemonſly ro accuſe our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt of breach of Promiſe; he baving ſolemply engaged ro 
be with his Diſciples, not for an Age or two, but to the end 
of the World, and that by the Graces and Gifrs of his Spirit, 
I know it is pretended, that when Chriſtians were multiplyed, 
there was a neceſlity of appointing them Officers, who had 
nor the Gifts and Qualifications that otherwiſe would have 
been eſteemed neceſſary 3 ' Bur I know withal, that ic is impo(- 
ſible Chriftians ſhovld be multiplyed in the way of Chriſt, faſter 
then he is ready to give ont Gifts for their edificatiov, The 
latter Reaſon above then mnſt be granted to be the Cauſe of the 
defe& of Abilities in Church Officers, pleaded in the juſtifica- 
tion of the Introduction into the Chnrch of compoſed Forms 
of Adminiſtrations to be read by them. I wiſh then we might 
in the fear of the Lord, conſider whether the Remedy were 
well ſuited unto the Diſeaſe. I ſuppoſe all impartial men will 
orant that there ought to have been a return unto him endea- 
voured from whom they were gone aliray, at leaſt Goſpel means 
uſed for the obtaining of thoſe Gifts of Chriſt, and the impro- 
virg of them being received, Findipg themſelves at the loſs 
wherein they were, ſhould they not have ſearched their hearts 
and wayes, to conſider wherefore it was that the Preſence of 
Chriſt was ſo withdrawn from them that they were ſo left with- 
ont the allitanco which others minifrivg in their places before 
ern Arg | them 


- 


them had received ; ſhould not they have pulled out their fingle 
Talent, and fallen to Trading with it, that it might have in- 
creaſed under their care? Was not this. the Remedy ard Cure 
of, the breach. made by them, that God and man expected from 
them? Was ic juſt then and accordivg to: the minde of Chrift, 
that inflead of an humble returnal unto: an holy Evangelical 
dependance on himſelf, they ſhonld invent an expedient to ſup- 
port them in the condition. whereinthey were, and ſo make all 
ſuch returnal for hereafter needleſs? Yet this they. did in the 
invention of Liturgies, they found ont a way to juſiifie theme 
ſelves/in their ſpiritual: negligence and ſlath, and torender a de» 
pendance on the Lord Chriſt for ſnpplies of his Spirit ro enable 
them unto Goipel Adminifirations altogether needleſs , they 
had now provided themſelves with an abllity they conld keepin 
- the Church, ſothac he might keep the furniture of his Spiricun- 
to himſelf, And this quickly became che muſt poyſonous ingre- 
dient in-the Apoſtacy of thelatter Times. | | 
Nor is there any (ufficient warrant for this Jovention inthe 
Second Prerence. There were many Antichrifis in:the Apoſtles 
time, yetthey never thought of chis Engine for their diſcovery 
or excluſion out of the! Church, Confeſſions of Faith, or ac- 
knowledped' Forms of wholeſome Words with the care of the 
Diſciples of Chriſt, or higChurches, which are enabled by him 
to judge and diſcern of Truth and Error, are the preſervations 

again(t the danger intimated; rhar'ithe Goſpel hath provided. ' 
This being the entrance that the Liturgies enquired after, 
made into the Churches of God; we are not much concerned 
ro enquire: what was theiv Progreſs, That.in the Weſtern parts 
of the World they allat length centred-in the Roman Maſs-Bock 
and Rituals we know, Their beginnings were ſmall; plain; brief, 
their uſe Arbitrary, the Additions they received were from the 
endeavours of private: men in» ſeveral Ages, occaſional for the 
moſt part 3 the numberof them great, equalto theyarious 'de- 
nominatiovs of the Churches, until the Papal anthoriry grows 
ing abſolute and uncontronlable, the Roman Formi was: impo+ 
ſed on the Worid, that by inrumerable artifices iv a Jong tra&t 
of Ages was ſubjeQed therennto, and that: contrary to the de- 
termination. of former Roman Biſhops, who adriled the con« 
tinuance of the. different Forms of adminiſtrations which were 
in uſe in ſeyeral Churches, —_ plucet, mt fve in Romans ſive 
32 


- (34). | 
is Galliaram partibug) ſen. in qualibet Ecclefia aliqnid- imvensft; 
quod plus Omnipotenti Deo peſſit placere ſolicite eligas, Greg, Reſp, 

ad Interrogat, Avguſlt. _ 
. This being the State and Condition, this the Iflne, That the 
Invention of Licurgies to be read-ip the Worſhip of. God was 
come unto, before the: Reformation , I ſhall briefly tubjoyn 
_ unto it ab account of what was dove in thele Kiagdomes in re- 
ference unto it, which will: make way to the clear Rating of 
the queſtion in particular that we are further to ſpeak vnto, 
The Hiftory of onr Reformation is .known,. I ſhall nor ſpeak 
any thing that may refle& with the leaſt diſhonovron the Work 
er the Workmen, We have abundant cauſe to bleſs the Lord 
continually forthe one and the other, Yet fill we mnſt remem- 
ber that: our -Reformers were men, and that the Reformation 
was 2 work performed by men; The former never claimed In- 
fallibility, nor tbe latcer, that I know of, Perfe&tion; ſo that 
ſome thivgs that were done by the one, and in the other, may 
admicof new Conſiderations. without thereflexion of avy thing. - 
uponthem, that the one and the other would not readily and 
willingly admic, I ſhall therefore briefly give an account of thar 
part of the Work which concerns our buſineſs in hand, What 
was the (tate of this Nation at the time of the Reformation, - 
and what were the minds of the greater parc of men in-them, 
| In reference unco the V Vork, is (nfficiently declared, jn all the 
Kories of thoſe dayes, ' God having been pleaſed ro ſend the 
ſaving Light of the Goſpel into the minds and hearts of them 
- Inchief Rule, that is King Edward, and: ſome of his Counſel-. 
Jors, they found no.ſmall difficulties ro wreſtle withal in deal-. 
ing with the inrererate prejudices wherewith, the Generalicy 
ne yes were poſleſſed- againſt the work they intended, The far. 
' greater part of the Clergy, true to their carpal preſent Incereſ, 
with all their might and cunning oppoſed their endeavours, The 
oreateſt part of the: Nobility averſe to their proceedipgs, The 
Body of th.e people blinded with ſuperſtition and- profaneneſs, 
eaſily excited: by the Prieſts (whoſe peculiar, concernment lay in- 
keeping all things intheir 01d channel and courſe} to make head: 
againſt their proceedings ; Foreign Nations ronnd abonr. fo- 
menting to the utcermoſt all home-bred difcontents, and offer- 
ing themſelves, by the inftigation of the Pope, to hinder the 
work by ail wayes that poſſible they cenld imagine, Among all. 
| WT thele 


| 7 " | 
theſe the Body of the people, which are the Kings moſt ſpecial 


care, as they are his ixength and wealth, were looked on as 


moſt to be regarded, as without whoſe concurrence their diſ- 
contents of all others were like onely to conſume themſelves, 
Now the | pooh being in thoſe dayes very ignorant and nn- 
acquainted with the Do&trines of che Scripture, were very lirtle 
or not at all concerned what periwaſion men were 'of in Reli- 
gion, a3 tothe Articles of pure belief, ſoas they'might retain 
the-4ge»ds in the VVorſhip of God which they had been ac- 
 cuſtomed nnto, Hence it was chat thoſe Prelazes, who were 
. the Inſtruments of che Papal Perſecntion in this Nation, wiſely 
Rated the whole cauſe of their cruelty ro be. the Maſs, or the 
Worſhip of che Church , ſeldome nnleſs compeiled by Diſputati- 
ons once mentioning of the Articles of Faith ,- which yet they 
knew tobe the main foundation of the difference between them= 
ſelves and the Reformers3; becauſe in this particular chey had the 
' advantage ofthe popular favour ; the people violently interpo- 
fing themſelves inthe benalf of thar part of che preſent Religion 
wherein their onely ſharedid lye, Had they laid the Reaſons and 
Grounds of their Quarrel in the differences of Opinions abour 
the Credenda of the Goſpel , they wonld {carcely have prevailed 
- with the common people to carry Faggor, for the burning of their 
Brethren, for things whereof they underſtood little or nothing 
at all, 
Onr wiſe and provident Reformers conſidering this Rate of 


things, and temper ofthe mindsof men, however they reſolved- - 


| lydeclared for the Credenda of the Goſpel , and aſſerred the Arti- 
cles of Faith from which the Romane Church had moſt eminent» 
ly apoſtatized}, yet found in their concernment to attemper the 


way of publick Worſhip as much as was poſſible with confiſten- 


cy with the Articles of the Faith they profeſſed, ro that which 


the popularity had beeninured unco, Obſerving plainly that all 


their concernments in; Religion lay in the outward Worſhip 
whereunto they had been accnſtomed , having very confuſed ap- 
prehenfions of the ſpeculative part ofit, it was ealie for them to 
apprehend that ifthey could condeſcend ro furniſh them with 
ſuch a way thereof as might comp'y in ſome reaſonable manrer 
with their former uſuage , theſe two things would enſue, Fr /?, 
That the main Reformation in the Doarine which alone would 
deliver the people {rom their prejudicate Opinions about rhe 

| ; E 2 Woril.'p 
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| (86) 
Worſhip of God, would beccamied on with lefs noiſe and obſer- 
vation, and conſequently leſs conteſt.and-- oppoſition, For whilſt 
they had a Way ard Form of Worſhip propoſed to them where- 
with they could be contented , thojethat were .wifer might be- 
lieye and reach whatthey pleaſed , whichio che Providence of 
God proved in aſhozs time a bleſſed, means of delivering them 
from their old entavgletments-and darkneſs, - Secondly, That their 
Priefs who were their chief Inſtigators to. all diforder and op- 
pofition to the whole work oft Reformation, finding.a way pro- 
poſed for their continuance inthepoſleſlionof their places, and a 
Worſhjp preſcribed which-chey- could as eaſily :pertorm ard go 
through withall, as what they- had praQtifed in former dayes , 
mioke poſſibly acquieſce inthe proceedings of cheir betters, find- 
vg the temporal ivcereſt which they chiefly reſpeRted, tobe (a- 
ved. And this afrerwards accordingly they did, reading the Ser- 
vice Brok.ivſtead of the 11sſs, without which ſupply of fuch wants 
and defe&s in them as I ſhall nor name , 'they wonld never have 


- entertained avythoughts of owning the Reformation, nor of (vt- 


fering the peopleto ſubmit themſelvesthereunto. On theſe con{- 
derations and for theſe ends, it isevidentfrom the tory of thoſe 
times, that our preſent Licurgy was framed, RejcStingour of the 
Offices before in'vſe, ſuch things as were diredtly contrary to the 
Articles of Faith prorelied in the Reformationin hand, travſla- 
ting of what remained into Engliſh, with ſuch ſupplies and altera- 
tions as the reje&ion of thoſe things before mentioned made ne- 
ceflary: The Bock mentioned in fome haſte, and with ſomeo. 
ther diſadvantages for ſuch a Work, was by ovrfirit Reformers 
compiled. And indeed ſomewhar' there was in this caſe-not 
much unlike that infiſted onion the entrance of this Diſcoutſe, be- 
tween the believing Jews and Gentiles, Many of the Jews who 
were willing to re:eive Chriſts Reformation in point ot Faith 
and Obedience. yer pertinaciouſly adhered to their old Cercmo- 
nions Worſhip; violently ſetting themſelves againſt any thar 


durſt ſpeak a word 2gainſt its Contionance, That: there miche 


not bean endleſs conteſt and rife about the matter, ard fo rhe 


proereſs ofthe Goſpel be hindred amongſt che one ſort and the 


other. the Apoſiles taking in hand the old Worſhip, astethe 
Gentile Worſhippers whoſe caſe above came then under con{4- 
deration, they rej=& anddeclare , abrogate all fuch Ceremonies 
whoſe neceffary obſervation had an inconſiſtency with the Do- 


&ripe 
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.Arine of the Goſpel ,. propoſing onely ſome few thingsto.be ob= 


ſerved, which occahoned rhe greateſt difference betweenthe Par- 
rigs at Variance, £6 

Now as this Compoſition of that Difference was accommoda- 
redo the preſent Scandal , and the obligation uno its obſervati- 
on to beregulated thereby; ſe bythe removal thereof, its (elf 
as unto any uſe in the Church of Chriſt did expire. Nor unlike 
unto this of the Apoltle ſeems the aim of our firt Reformers to 
have been, That they mighc wipthe People whohad beep ac- 
cuſtomed tothe way of Worſhip in ve, in the Papacy untoa 
compliance with the_DoErine of the Goſpel, and'that there 
might not be endleſs Conteſts about that which was preſently ro 


be practiſed, which perhaps they though of ſmall importance in 


compariion of thoſe weighty fundamenral Truth which they en- 
deavoured to acquaint them with , and bring-themto the belief 
of, they provided tor the uſe of {uch parts of it, and in ſuch aman- 
neras were Bot openly inconfiftent withthe Traths , which was 
in their hearts to Communicate unto them, Andit is not impoſ= 
{ible bur that this conſtitution might have had the ſame end with 
the other, it not ofpreſent uſe, being in things of anothernature , 
yet of a timely expiration, when notoriouſly uleleſs as to the 
main ends intended in it, bad not the intereſt of ſome interpoſed 
{or ics Continzance beyond the hte and influence of all or avy of 
thoſeccauſes or occalions, And hence its that thoſe (ireams at 
this day ran itcongly and fiercely, by the addition and powtipg in- 
to of adventitious rivulets, with ſhowers or rather Rorms of 
remporalintereft , whoſe ſprings are all utterly long fince dry- 
ed up, | | © 
The Book. of Common Prayer being Compoſed as hath been 
declared, became trom its very Cradle and Intancy a bone of con- 


tention tothe Church of God inthis Nation, Many of the People- 


and- Miniſters who ſeemed ro be enlightened with a beam of 
ruth, of an equal luſtre and brightnets with chat which ſhined in 
he minds of their Brethren, wholly decried thar pradential 
compliance with the peoples ignorance and adherence ro Popery, 
which was openly avowed in the Compolition and impoſition of 
it, and called earneſtly for a purer way of the Adminifirations of 
Gotpel Ordinances more agreeable to the Word and Primitive 


times, thenthey apprehended rhatpreſcribed Form to contzin 


and exhibir, Others again in the Juſtification of that whereof 
|; ; them- 
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| (38) | ; 
themſelves were the Authours , laboured to recommend the - 
Book, not onely as to Truth , bur as uſeful and very beneficial for 
 theedification of the Church. Ir is known alſothar the Conreſts 
: ofmerrin this Nation about this Form of Divine Service, were 
not confined to this Nation, but were carried by them into orher 
artsof the world, And ſhenld I purſue the ſuffrage that hith 
ien againſt ir, from the firſt day of irs Compolure, tothis wherein 
we live, never giving ita quiet poſſeſſion inthe minds and conſci- 
ences of men, with the various evilsthat have all along attended 
- -its Impoſition, 1 ſuppoſe it might of it (elf prevail with ſober men 
whodefire their moderation (bould ne known to at, becauſe the Fudge 
ſhandeth at the door, to take the whole matter of the Impoſition of 
this, orthe like Form once more under aſedate Conſideration, 
And they may perhaps be the rather induced thereunto , if chey 
will bot imparrially weigh that the Oppoſition to the impoſed Li- 
turgy hath increated daily according tothe increaſe of Light and 
Goſpel Gifts among men. So that there ſeems ro be no way to 
ſecure its Ration, but by an Oppokition unto them and extirpati- 
on of them, which is a ſad work for any that are called Chrifiians, 
to engage into, | 
I preſume the conſcientious Reader will be able to diſcover, 
from what hath been ſpoken, Rules ſufficient to guide his judge- 
ment in reference unto the uſe of preſcribed Licurgies, Theory 
of their Riſe and Progreſs is enough to plead fora Liberty from 
* an indiſpepſable neceflity of -their Obſervation, That which is of 
pure humane invention, and comparatively of late and uncertain 
Original, whoſe Progreſs hath been attended mich much Syper- 
Aicion and Perſecution, ſtands in need of very cogent Reaſons to 
plead for its continuance, For others will not out-ballance the 
evils that are afferted to flow from it. Bur it may be this will not 
faffice with ſome for a final decifion and determination of this dif- 
ference 3 I ſhall therefore briefly Rate the Queſtion about them, 
which onely I ſhall ſpeak onto, and try their uſe and uſefulneſs by 
that infallible Rule by which both we and they muſt be judged 
another day, | 


\ 
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CHAP. VII, 


"The Queſtion tated, Firſt Argument againſt the Compoſing and 
Impefing of - Liturgies, Arbitrary Adadrtions to the Worſhip of 
God rejetted, Liturgies not appointed by God, Made neceſſary 


in their Impoſtion : and a part of the Worſhip of God, Of Cire, . 


cumſtances of Worſhip, Inſtuuted Adjunits of Worſhip not Cir= 
cumſtances, (ircumſtances of Altions as ſuch, not Circumftan- 
ces of Worſhip. Circumſtan:es commanded made parts of Worſhip, 
Prohibitions of Additions produced, conſidered, applyed. 


T O clearup what ic is in Particular that we infit upon, ſome 
tew thivgs are to be premiſed. x, ThenI do not in eſpecial 
intend the Liturgy now in nſe in Exg/and, any farther then to 
make it an Inſtance of ſuch. Impoſed Licurgies, whereot we 
treat, | ſhall not thenatall enquire what footing it hath in the 
Law, how nor when eſtabliſhed, nor what particular failings 
are pleaded to bein ic, nor what Conformity it bears with the. 
Roman, Offices, with the like things that ate uſually Obje&ed 
aoainſt ir, Nor, Secondly, do I oppoſe the direQive part of this 
Liturgy.as tothe reading of the Scripture, when it requires that 
which is Scripture to. be read, the Adminiſtration of the Qr- 
dinances. by Chriſt appointed , nor the Compoſition of Forms, 
of Prayer ſuited to the nature of the Inſtitutions to which they 
relate, ſo they be nor. Impeſed on the Adminiſtrators of them, 
to be read preciſely, as preſcribed. But, Thirdly, chis is thac 
alone which I ſhall ſpeak unto; the Compoſing of Forms of 
Prayer in the Worſhip .of God, inall Goſpel Adminikrations, 
to be nſed by the Miniſters of the Churches, in all Pablick AC- 
ſemblies , by a preciſe reading of the words preſcribed unto 
them ; with Commands for the reading of other things, which 
they are not to omit, uponthe penalty contained inthe Santi» 
on of the whole Service and the ſeveral parts of ic. Theliberry 
Which ſome ſay is granted for a. manto uſe their own Gifts and 
Abiliciesin Prayer before and aſter Sermons, will I fear as things 
pow ſtand, upon due Confideration, appear rather to be' taken 
then given, However it concerns not our preſent queſtion, be- 
Cauſe it is. taken for granted by choſe that plead for rhe _ Ob- 

ervation 
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ſervation of a Book, that the whole Goſpel VVorſhip of God 
is the Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, may be carried on and performs 
ed without ary ſuch Freaching as is prefaced with the liberty 
prerended, | | | 
Thete things being Premiſed, 1 ſball ſubjoyn ſome of the 
Reaſons that evidently declare the Impolition and Uſe of ſuch 
a Liturgy or Form. of Publick Words, to be contrary to the 
Rule of the Word, and conſequent]y fipfu}, | 

Firſt, The Arbitrary Invention of_any thing with Com- 
mands for its neceſſary and indiſpenſable ule in the Publick Wor 
ſhip. of God, as a part of that Worſhip, and the ule of any 
thing ſo. Invented and ſo Commanded 1s that Worſhip, is un- 
lawfnl andcontrary to the Rule of the Word ; But ot, this na- 
cure: is the Licurgy we treat of, Ic is an Invention of men, not 
appointed, not commanded of God; it 15 commanded to be 
vſed' in-the Publick Worſhip of God, by reading the ſeveral 
Parts of: it, according! to the occations that they reſpe&t; and 

that indifpepſably 3 and'is made a part of that Worſhip, 
There ate Three Things affirmed in the Aſſumption concern- 
ive the Liturgy, Firſt, That it 1s nor Appointed or Command- 
dof God, 4,c. there is no Command of God either for the uſe 
of this or that Litnrey in particular, not 1D general that any ſuch 
ſhould'ſo be, and be ſo uſed as is pleaded, And this we muſt 
rake for' cranted, until ſome inftance of any ſuch Cemmand be 
produced. Secondly, That'it is made Neceſſary by vertne of the 
Commands of men, te be nſed in the Pnblick Worſhip of God. 
Abour this there will be no difference. Let it be denied, and 
there is an end ot all this firife. I ſhall not diſpute about other 
menspraGtiſe, They who are willing to take it upon thei Con- 
{ciences; chat the beſt way to ſerve God in the Church, or the 
beſt Abiliry chat they-have for che diſcharge of their duty there- 
_ In, conſiſts in the reading of ſuch a Book (for I ſuppoſe they 
willgractthat they onght to ſerve God withthe beft they have) 
ſhall nor by me be Oppoſedin their way and practiſe, It is ovely 
abonrirsImpoſition, and the Neceſſity of irs Obſervance by 'ver- 
tve of that Impoſition, that we Diicourſe, Now the preſent 
Command is, That ſach a Liturgy be alwayes uſed in che Pab- 
| lick Worſhip of God, 'and char withonr/ the uſe or reading of 
it, the Ordinances -of the Goſpel be nor Adminiftred; at any 
time, nor-in any place ; with Rrong Pleas forthe gy 
| > arilivg 


. ©» 


.(4t) | | | 
arifing from that Command, making the omiſſions of its Ob+ 
ſervance to be finfy]l, Iris then utterly impoſſible that avy thing 
ſhould be more indiſpenſably Neceflary, then the readivg of the 
Liturgy in the Worſhip of God, is. lt is ſaid indeed, that it is 
not Commanded as though in its ſelt it were Neceſſary ; either 
a preſcribed Liturgy or this or that, for then it were ſinin apy 
nottoule it, whether it were commanded by the Church or nor, 
bur for Order, Uniformity, Conveniency, and the preventing 
of ſundry Evils that wonld otherwiſe enſue, it is commanded ; 
which Command makes the Oblervation of it Neceſlaty unto 
us. Bur wearenot as yet enquiring what are the Reaſons of its 
Impoſition, They may afterwards be ſpoken unto: and time 
alſo may be taken to ſhew, that it were much, more Tolerable, 
if men would plead for the Neceſlity of the things whichir ſeems 
200d unto them to Command, and on that ground to Com- 
mapd their Obſervance, then granting them not Neceſſary in 
themſelves, to make them Neceſlary to be Obſerved meerly by 
vertne of their Commands, for Reaſons which they ſay ſatisfie 
themſelves, but come ſhort of giving (arisfattion to them from 
whom Obedience is required, For whereas the Will of man 
Can be no way influenced unto Obedience, but by meer acknows 
ledged Sovereignty, or conviction of Reaſon 1n and from the 
things themſelves, Commands in about things wherein they 
own not that the Commanders have an abiolute Sovereignty, 
(as God hath in all chings x the Civil Supream Magiſtrate in 
things Civil that are good and lawfu]) nor can they find the Rea- 
ſons of the things, themſelves cogent, are a yoke which God 
hath noc deques che ſons of men to bear, Bur it is concerning 
the Neceſſary «ſe of the Liturgy inthe Worſhip of God that we 
are Diſputing, which I toppoie will not be depied, _ 

It remaineth then to conſider whether the uſe of the Liturgy 
as preſcribed be made a part of the VVorſhip of God, Now 
that wherewich and{-whereby God is commanded} to be 
worſhipped., and without which all Obſervation or Perfor- 
mance of his publick VVorſhip is forbidden, is it ſelf made a 
part of his VVorſhip, The Command with this, or thus, ſhall 
you VVorſhip God, makes the Obſervation of that Command 
a partof Gods VVorſhip. Ir is ſaid thax it 1s onely a Circum- 
Nance of. V Vorſhip. but no, parr of ic, Prayer is the VVorſhip 

of God ; but-that thu Prajer ſhall be uſed and no other, is 
"puns; F onely 
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(43) 
onely a Circumftance of ir, 'So tharithongh” it-may'be poſſibly 
acconmed a Circumſiance, -or:Accidemtary part of Gods VVor- 
ſhip, yet ic is not afleited robe of the ſnÞſtance of ir, How far 
this is ſo, and how far tt is otherwiſe -muſt ibe -confidered, Cir- 
cumſtances are eicher ſuch as-folJow a@ions as aRions,- or ſuch 
as are arbitrarily ſuperadded and adjoyned by Command nnco 
aRions, which- do not of their own accord, nor naturally-nor 
neceſſarily atrend them, Now Religious ations iÞ the V Vor- 
ſhip of God, are ations fill, Their Religions Relation dorh 
notdeſiroy their natural being, Thoſe Circumſtances then which 
do attend ſuch actions as actions, pot-determined by Divire Jn- 
Rirution may be ordered , diſpoſed of , and regulated by rhe 
prudence of men, For inftance, Prayer is a part-of Gods VVor- 
ſhip. Publick Prayer is fo, as appointed by him. This as it is #n 
aQion to be performed by man, cannot be done without the 
aſſignment of time, andplace, and ſundry other things, if Or- 
der and Conveniency be attended, Theſe are Circumflances 
thac attend all a&tions, of that nature, to be performed by a 
Community, whether they relate to the V Vorſhip of God or 
no, Theſe men may according as they ſee good regulate, and 
change, as there is occaſiont Imean they may doſo, who ate 
acknowledged to have power in fuch things. As the Aion 
cannotbe withant them, ſo their regulation is arbirrary if rhe 
come not under ſome Divine Diſpoſtion and Order ; asrhat of 
time in general doth, There are alſo ſome things, which ſome 
men call Circumſtances alſo, that ne way belong of themſelves 
to the actions whereof they are ſaid to be the CircymBances, 
nor do atrend them, but are impoſed on them, or annexed unto 
them, by the arbitrary Authority of choſe who take upon them 
ro give Order and Rules in ſuch caſes. Such 1s to Pray before 
an Image, or towards the Eaft, or to nfe this or that Form of 
Prayerin ſ\nch Goſpel adminifcations and no other, Theſe are 
not Circumſtances attending the nature of -the thing ic ſelf, bur 
are arbitrarily ſaperadded-to the things thar rhey are appoinred 
co accompany, V Vhat ever men may call ſach Additions; they 
are noleſs parts of the whole wherein they ſerve, thenthe things 
themſelves whereunto they are -adjoyned. The Schoolmen tell 
vs, thatthat which is made ſothe condition of an aRtion, thar 
without it the a&ion is nor to be done, is not a circumſtance of 
it, but ſuch an adjunCt as is a neceflary part, But notto a ce 
; abouc 
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about the word ; ſach additionals that are called Circurtan- 
ſantial, are made parts of Worſhip, as are made neceſſary by 
vertue of Command to be obſerved; Sacrifices of old were the 
Inftitnted Werſhip of God, That they ſhould be offered at 
the Tabernacle or Temple at Jer»ſalem and no whereelſe, was 
a circumſtance appointed to be obſerved intheir Offerings ; and 
yet this circumſtance was no leſs a part of Gods Worſhip, then 
the Sacrifice it ſelf, In the judgement of moſt men not onely 
. Prayer, and thematrer of our Prayer is appointed by -onr Sa- 
viour in the Lords Prayer, but we are commanded alſo to uſe 
the very words of it, I defireco know whether the preciſe uſe 
of thele words be not a part of Gods Worſhip? Ir ſeems that 
it iss For that which is commanded by Chriſt to be. uſed ip the. 
Worſhip of God, is a part of Gods Worſhip, The caſeis the 
ſame here, Prayer is Commanded; and the uſe of theſe Prayers 
1s commanded ; the latter diſtinatly as ſuch, as well as the for- 
mer is made a part of Gods Worſhip. Nor is there any ground 
for that diſtivMion of the Circumſtantial or Accidentary part 
of Gods Worſhip, and Worſhip Subſanrially raken, or the 
Subſtantial partsof it. The Worſhip of Ged is either Moral or 
Inftitnted, The larrex contains the peculiar wayes and manner 
of exerting the former accordivg to Gods appointment, The 
Aaions whereby theſe are joyntly diſcharged, or the inward 
Moral Principles of V Vorſhip are exerted in, and according to 
the outward Inſtitutions have their Circumſtances attending 
chem, Theſe in themſelves nakedly confidered, have in them 
neither 200d norevil ; norate any Circumſtances inthe VVor- 
ſhip of Gdd, mach leſs circumftantial parts of his VVorſhip, 
bur onely circumſtances of thoſe Aﬀtions as ations; whereby it 
Is performed. And whatever is Inſtituted of God, in and about 
thoſe Circumſtances, is a Subſtanrial part of his V Vorſhip, 

Nor is the preſcribing of ſuch a Form of Prayer 2 regnlati- 
on of thoſe circumſtances of Pablick Prayer ; for 'Decency , 
Order, and Uniformity, which attend-it as a publick- Aion, 
but che: ſuperaddition of an adjun& condition, with which ic 
is to be performed, and without which it'is not ro be periorm- 
ed ag it is Prayer, tbe VVorſhip of God. Onthis nature wig 
Sacrificing of old on'the Altar at the Tabernacle or Temple, and 
there alone. And many more 'inftances of rhe like nature may 
be givers. Praifing of God, and bleſfing 'of the People were 

F 2 parts 
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parts of the VVorſhip of God, appointed by himlelf co be 
periormed by the Prieſts under the Law. In the doing thereof 
at certain Seaſons, they were commanded+to uſe ſome Forms 
of words preſcribed uato them for that purpoſe. Not: onel 
hereby. the praiſing avd blefſing of God, bur the uſe of thoſe 
Forms in ſo doing, became neceflary part of the V Vorſhip of 
God. And ſo was the uſe of Organs and the like Infiruments. 
of Muſick , which reſpe&t that manner of Prafivg him which 
God then required. The Caſe is here no. otherwiſe. Prayers 
.and Thavkſgivivgs inthe Adminiſtration of the Ordinances, of 
the Goſpel are of the Inſticuced V Vorſhip of God, Unto theſe, 
astothe manner of their Performance, .1s the Impoſition of the 
Licurgical Forms ſpoken of, ſuperadded; and their uſe made a 
neceſlary adjun@ of che duty it ſelf, ſo as that it may not be 
performed without them ; which makes them a no leſs nece(- 
ſary part of the V Vorſhip of God, then any of his Inſtitutions 
of old were, which related to the Circumſances and the man- 
nerof his Worſhip, as the Temple, Tabernacle, Altar, Forms 
of Thankſgiving , and Confeſſion, compoſed and preſcribed by 
the Holy Ghoſt himſelf. ; | 
But I ſuppoſe this willnot be much gain-faid ; by ſomeicr is 
acknowledged in expreſs terms, and for the matter of Fat, we 
find thatthe Reading of a Bovuk of Service, is with m2ny taken 
Notto be a part, but the whole of the Worſhip of God, which 
if ic be done, they ſoppoſe God is acceptably Worſhipped with- 
out more ado; and if it beomicted, whatever elſe be done inthe 
room of it, that God is not Werſhipped ar all, ITS 
Our Enquiry theo mult be whether ſoch Additions to or in 
the Worſhip of God, beſides or beyond his own Infticucion 
and Appointment, be allowable, or lawful to be practiſed, I 
ſhall firit recite the words in general of ſome Teſtimonies that 
lye againſt ſuch a pra&ile, and then conſider what they moſt par- 
ricularly ſpeak unto, Of this ſort are Exed.20,4,5, Thou ſhalt 
220t Wake unto thee any graven Image, or any likeneſs to any thing 
that #s in Heaven above, or that & in the Earth bincath, oy that 
i in the Water under the Earth, Thou ſhalt not bow downto 
them nor ſerve them, for I the Lord the God am a jealous God, viſit 
ing the iniquities of the Fathers upon the Children, &c,Dev, 4.2, Te 
ſhall not adde unto the Word which I command you, neither ſhall you 
diminiſh ought from it, that you may keep the —— the 
Wo > | ord 
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Lord your Gad which I command yous Chap. 12. 32, Hhat thing ſo» 
ever 1 command you obſerve to do it, thon ſhalt not adde thereunts, nor 
drminiſh from it, Prov, 30,6, Adde not unto his wards leaſt he re- 
prove thee andthos be found aliar, Jer. 7,31, They have built the 
high places of Tophet which is inthe vall:y of the Son of Hinnom to 
burn their Sons andtheir Daughters in the fire, which I commanded 
them not, neither came it into my heart, Matth, 15. 9, Invain ds 
they worſhip me , teaching for Doftrines the Commandment of mes, 
ver.43. Every plant which my Fatber hath not planted, ſhall be root- 
edup, Aliſo Mark 7.7, 8. Revel, 22,18, If any ntan ſhall adde un- 
to theſe things, God (hall adde unto him the plagaes that are written 
in this Bozk, The Mind of Godin theſe and the like, probibiri- 
ons, the Reader may find exemplified, Lev.aio. 1, 2, 3, 4;&c. 
To(þ. 22,10, &c, Tudg.8, 24, 1 Chron, 15,13. 2 Kin.16,11,12, 
and 1n other places, | | 1 | 
Men who having great abilities of Learning, are able to diſtin- 
ouiſh themſelves from under the power of the moſt expreſs rules 
and commands, ſhould yer methipks out of a ſenſe oftheir weak- 
neſs (which they are ready to profeſs themſelves convinced of 
when occaſion 1s offered to deliver their thoughts concerning 
them) have compaſſion for thoſe , who being nor able to diſcern 
the ſtrength of their reafonings becaule of their fineneſs , are kept 
10 a con{cientious ſubjeRion to the expreſs Commands of God, 
eſpecially conceiving them not without ſome cogent caule reite- 
rated. | IRS) 
Bur leaſt the preſent exaſperationof the Spirits cfmen, ſhould 
fruſtrate that hope and expeRation , let us conſider what is the 
preciſe intendment of the teſtimonies produced, being we have 
xeaſon to look well to the juſtice of our cauſein the firſt place x 
which being cleared, we may the better be ſatisfied 1n coming 
ſhort of favour where it may not be obtained, The places of 
Scriptuce produced , are taken partly.ont of the Old Teſtamevr, 
partly out of the New, And [ ſuppoſe it will begranted that there 
15 anequalforce of ry;einthe one, as in the other.. For though 
theſe inthe Old Teftament had their peculiar reſpe&to the Wor= 
ſhip that was then inſtituted ,/ yer they had nor as ches inſtituted 
. bur as the Worſhip , which God himſelf had appointed, "And 
therefore their general force abides whileſt God requires any 
Worſhip atche hands of men ; unleſsit may. be made appear that 
God hath parted-with that Prexogative of heivg the Appaimer 
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5y ofhis own Worſhip, nowundertheNew Teftement, which he 


ſo vindicared onto himſelf under the Old, Take them then in 
their general Jim and incention , thatwhich theſe and'the like 
Teſtimonies nyavimonſly ſpeak unto ns, is this , That the will of 
God is the ſole Rute of his Worſhip, and all the concernment of 
it, andthar his Authority is the ſole Principle and Cauſe of the 
relation of ary thing to his Worſhip, in a Religious manner; and 
conſequeely that he never did, nor ever will allow that the wills 
' of his Creatures ſhould be the rnle or meaſnre of his Hononr or 
Worſhip, nox that their Anthoricy ſhould cauſe any thing tro hold 
2 new relationunto him, or any other but whatit hath by che 
Law of its Creation, As this is the ſum and ſubRance of the Se- 
cond Commandment, wherein fo great a clond of Expoſitors do 
center their thoughts, that ir will nor be eafie for any to with- 
and them , ſo that the other Texts produced are expreſs to all 
the Particulars of the Afertion laid down, may be eafily evin- 
09. -* | 
Thac the Lord aflerts his own Aothority and Will as the con- 
ſtitntipg cauſe and rule of all his Worſhip , was the firit thing aſ- 
ſerted. Hig repetition of Hy Words , what [ have commanded, 
and thelike expreſſions, | ſecure this encloſure, Unleſs men can 
pretend , that there is the ſame reaſon of the 'words and com- 
mands of God himſelf,” it isin vain for them toprerend apower 
of inſtitucing avy thing iv che Worſhip of God + For the formal 
reaſon.of every ſach Ipfticucionis , That the Word of it is the 
VVord of God, Itis enough to diſcard any thing from a relation 
ro the VVorſhip of God, to manifeſt that the-appointers of it 
were men, and nor God, Nor can avy man prove thar God hath 
Giſigat "unto them his Power in thismatter. Nor did he ever 
doo toany ofthe ſons of Men; namely, that they ſhonld have 
Anthority to appoint any thing in his VVorſhip, or abour ir, 
that ſeemeth meet unto rbeir wiſdome, VVith ſome indeed in 
former days he entruſted the work of Revealing unco-his Church 
and People what he himſelf would have obſerved , which diipen- 
{ation he-cloſed in the, Perſon of Chrift, and his Apoſiles, Bur co 
entruſt men with Authority not todeclare what he revealed, bur 
to appoint what ſeemeth good.unto them, heneverdid ir, the 
Teſtimonies produced lye evidently againſt it, Now ſurely Gods 
affetting his own V Vill and Authority as the onely rule #nd cane . 
of his VVorſhip » ſhould make men cautious how they _ 
them- 
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themſelves kr or 2q#a/ unto him herein, eſpecially; being-deRti- 
cure of warranrfrom the:approved Example or- Preſfidentof any 
char/have govebefore them, -Itthe;example of avy ove inche Old 
or New Teftamentcould beproduted , that of-his own Ming and 
Authority made anyſnch Addicions te ible Y Vorſhip-of God , 'as 
that which werreat avout, by vertue of any Trufſt-or Power pre- 
tended from or under him, and foundacceptancein his-ſo doing, 
or that was not ſeverely rebuked for bis fin thereip ; ſome coun- 
renance would ſeem to be given unto thoſe, that at preſent ya'k 
in-ſoch paths ; althongh 1 ſuppoſe, it-wonld not be egeforchem 
to proveany particular inſtances, which mighthave peculiar ex- 
emption from the general Law, whicb we know nor, to be a (uf- 
ficient warranc for their proceedings. But whereas: God himſelf 
having inttituted his own V Vorſhip and all the concernments of 
it, doth alto aſſert his own Authority and V Vill as the ole cauſe 
and rule ofall the V Vorſhip:tharthe will accept, no inſtance be- 
ing left or record of ary one that ever made any. Addirions to 
what he had appointed, on atiy pretence whatever , or by vertue 
of any Authority wherever that was accepted with him; and 
whereas the moil eminentof thote who have aſſumed' that pow- 
ertothemſelvea, asallothe judgement of the reaſons netefiary 
for the exerting of it, as tomatterand manner, have beengiven 
upinthe righteous judgement of God to do things not:conveni= 
ent, yea abominable unto him (as inthe Papal Church ) it is not 
nylikely ro be the wiſdome of men to be very cautious of intru- 
dinz them(eIves into this thankleſs Office. | 
But ſuch is the corrupt vature of man, ' that there is ſcarce any 
thing, whereabout men have been more apt to-contend with God 
from the foundation of the world, That their will and wildome 
may have aſhare(ſome 3t leaſt) inthe ordering of his VVorſhip 
is thagwhich of all things they ſeem to defre, Y Vhereforeco ob» 
viate theic pride and folly, to bis afferting of his own Prerogative 
inthis matter, he ſnbjoyns ſevere interdigions, againſt all or any 
mans incerpoſing therein ; ſo as to rake; away aby thing by him = 
commanded , ortoadde any thing to what is by him appointed. 
This alſo the Teſtimonies recited fully expreſs, The Prohibition 
1s plain, T ho ſhalt not adde to what I have commanded, Adde not 
70 hu Words, that is; in hig VVorſhip tothe things which by bis 
NVord h&bah- appointed robeobſerved'; neirhor cothe VVord 
of his-Thltitution,, + norro) the things: inflirmed;: Indeed _ 
things 
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things adds to'the'V Vord 3: for the VVord that adds is made of 
alike Anthority with his, : All Making roonr ſelveris forbidden, 
though'what weſo make may ſeem unto us co tend to the furthe- 
rance ofthe'V Vorfhip of God, - Itis ſaid men may adde nothing 
to the ſubſtance of the V Vorſhip of God, but they may order, di- 
ſpoſe, and appoint the things that belopg co the manner and cir- 
cnmſances of it, and this 1s all that 1s done in the preſcription of 
Licurgies, Of Circumſtances ip and about the VVorſhip of God 
we have ſpoken before, and removed that pretence, Nor is it ſafe 
diſtivguiſbingin the things of God, where himſelf hath not di- 
Ringurſhed. VVhen he gave out the Prohibitions mentioned 
under the Old Teflament,he was appointing or had appointed his 
whole VVorſhip, and all chat belenged' unto it, in matter and 
manner, way and order, ſubſtance and circumſtance, Indeed there 
is nothing in its whole ature, aSit belongs tothe generalbeing 
of things; ſocircumſtancial , bur thar if it be appointed by Ged in 
his VVorſhip, it becomes a part of the ſubſtance of ir; nor can apy 
thing that is not ſo appointed ever by any be made a circumſtance 
ofhis VVorſhip, thovgh many things are circumſtances of thoſe 
aRions, which in his VVorſhipare performed, This diſtipRion 
then direaly makes void the Command, io that Conſcience can- 
not acquieſceinic , Belides we have ſhewedthat Liturgies pre- 
ſcribed and impoſed, are neceflary parts of Gods VVorſhip , and 
ſo not to be ſalved by this diftinRion. 

Moreover, to teftifie what weight he laip onthe Obſervance 
of theſe general Prohibitions when men found our other ways of 
Worſhip then what he had appointed, though the particulars 
were ſuch as fell under other ſpecial ipterditions, yer the Lord 
was pleaſed to place the great aggravation of their finin the con- 
tempt of thoſe general rules mentioned, This 1s that he urgeth 
them with, That rhey did things by him mot appointed ; of not ob= 
ſervipg apy thing in Religion, but what he requires, that he pre(- 
ſeth them withall. The Command is general, You ſhall adde 00+ 
thing to-what Fhave inſtituted 3; and the 2ggravation of the fin 
preſſed by him relates not to the particular nature of it, butto 
this general command or prohibitionz 7ou bave dove what 1 com- 
manded zounot, That the patticular evil condempbed was. alſo a- 
gaipſt other ſpecial Commands of God, is meerly: accidental to 

'the general nature'of the Crime they were: urged withall,, And 
whereasGod hath given out theſe Rules and Precepts; You ſhall 


do 
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do whaterer I command you , and occerding #5 T eemmand yeus yew 
ſhall add n0t hing thereumo,nor take anytherefroms can the trans 
grefſion of this Rule be apy otherwiſe expreſicd z but thus z 
They did the thing which he. commandell not , nor did it ever come 
into hs heart, | $4 | 

It 1 ſaid that the intention oftheſe Rules ard Prohibitions, 
is onely to prevent the Additions of what is contrary to what 
God hath zppointed, 2rd not of that which may ticnd to the 
furtherance and better diſcharge of his Appointments. The uſnal 
anſwer to this acception 1s, That whatever is added, is contrary 
to what is commarded, thovgh not inthis or that particular 
command, yetto thatcommand that nothirg be added, Ir is 
noc the nature of any particular that is condemned, but the 
power of adding, ip thoie Prohibitions. Ler vs lee then whe- 
ther of theſe ſenſes have the faireſt evidence with the evident 
purport and iptention of the Rules, Precepts, and Prokibitions 
under Confideration, 

Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt dire&s his Apoſilesto teach his Diſ- 
ciples to do and obſerve whatever he commanded them, Thoſe 
who contend tor the latter interpretation of thele and the like 
Precepts before-mentioned, affirm that there is in thele words 
a re{triQion of the; matter ot their Commiſſion ,. tothe exprels 
commands of Chrift. What he commands; they ſay, they were 
co teach men to obſerve, and nothing elle, nor will he require 
the obſervance of ovght elſe at our hands, The others would 
have his intention to be. whatever he commended , and what- 
ever ſeemeth good tothem to command , ſo it be not contrary 
unto what was by him cemmanded. As it he bad faid , Teach 
men to oblerve whatever I command them, and command you 
them to obſerve whatever you think meer, ſo it be notcontrary 
to wy commands, Certainly this gloſs at the brft view ſeems to 
defeatthe main intendment of ChriR, in that expreſs limitation 
of their Commiſſion unto his own commands. So allo under 
the Old Teſtament ; given order about his Worſhip, the Lord 
lets Moſes know that he muſt do ail things according to what 
he ſhould ſhew avd reveal vnto bim, Intheclole of the Werk 
committed rnto him , to ſhew that what he had done wasne- 
ceptablero God, it is eight or ten times repeated, ttat be Gi 


as the Lord commanded him: Nothing was omitted, nothing 
G added 
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added by bim. Thar the ſame courſe might be obſervgd in the 
following praRice, which was taken in the firſt Inſtitution , the 
Lord commands that nothing be added to what was fo appoin- 
ted by him; norbing diminiſhed from ic. The whote Dury then 
of the Church, as uaco the Worſhip of God, leems to lye inthe 
preciſe Obſervation of what is appointed znd commanded by 
him, To aſſert things may be added ro rhe Worſhip of God, 
not by him appointed, which in che judgement of 'thote'thar 

_ adde them , ſeem uſeful for rhe berrer performance of what he 
hath appointed, ſo that they be nor contrary unto'them, ſeems 
to defeat the whole end and imterition of Godin all choſe Rules 
and Prohibitions 3 if either the occaſion , riſe, caute of chem, 
oftheir commendable Obfervance be confidered. On thete and 
no better terms is thar preſcribed Lirurgy we treatot, intrody- 
cedand impoſed, it comes from-man, with Authority robe 
added to the Worſhip that Chriſt requires, and ventnres'on 21! 
the ſevere interdiions of ſuch Additions, armed onely with the 
pretence ef not being contrary 'ro any.particular command, in 
che matter ofic (which'yer is denied ) and ſuch'dtfinCtiong , as 
have nor the leaſt ground in Scripture , or inthe Reaton ofthe 
rhings themſelves, whichir is applied ugto, Might we divert 
into particulats, it wereeaſiero demonſtrate , that the inſtances 

given in the Scripture of Gods rejeRion of ſuch additions, do 
abundantly obviate allthe Pleas chat are infifted on, for the wa- 

vingof the general Prohibition, 


| CHPA VIII. : 

Of the Authority needful for the conſtituting and ordering of any, 
that is to have relation to God and hs Worſhip, Of the power and 
anthority of Civil Magiſtrates. The power impoſing the Liturgy, 
T he formal reaſon of religions Obedience, Uſe of the Liturgy an 
#C+ of civil and religions Obedience, Mat, 28, 20, No Rale to 
Judge of what us met in the Worſhip of God, but his Word, 


B Efides the Regulation of all our proceedings and actions in 
. + the Worſhip of God, by the command and probibitions 
inftied on, in the fore-going Chapter , there are tyvo things in- 
diſpen- 
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diſpenſably neceſſary to render the preſcription of any thing in 
religious Worſhip allowable , or lawful tobe obſerved , both 
pointed unto by the Teſtimonies | —s"% And theſe are, 
Firſt, An Authority toenjoyn; And Secondly, A certain Rale to 
try the injunGtion by, 

ſhe Worſhip of God is of that nature, that whatſoever is 
pertormed in ity is anact of Religious Obedience. That any thing 
may be eſteemed inch , it is neceflary that the Conſcience be in 
it ſubjeR to the immediate Authority of God, His Authority 
alone renders any act of Obedience, Religiow, All Authority is 
originally in God, and there are two wayes whereby he is plea- 
ſedco exertit, F-rſt, By aDelegation of Authority unto ſome 
Perſons for ſome ends and purpoſes, which they being inveſted 
wichall, may command in their own Names an Obſervance of 
the chings abouc which by Gods appointment their Authority 
isto be exerciſed, Thns is it with Kings and Rulers of the 
.. Earth. They are powers ordained of G09, having Authority gi- 
ven themby him, And being invelied with power , they give 
out their commands for the doing or performing of ſuch oc ſuch 
thipgs, whereunto their Authority doth extend, That they 
ought to be obtyed inthings good andlawfnl, doth nor ariſe 
from the Authority veſted in themſelves , but trom the immedi- 
ate command of God, chat in ſnch things they ought to be 0- 
beyed, Hence Obedience in general unco Magiſtrates, is a parC 
of our Moral and Religious Obedience unto God, as it reſpects 
his Command, whatever the nature and obje& of it be, Bur the 
performance of particular ations, wherein by rheirdetermina- 
tion our Obedience exerts it ſelf, being reſolved into that Au- 
thoricy which is veſted in them, 1s not Religious bur Civil Obe- 
dience, any otherwiſe then as in reſpe& of its general nature ic 
relates tothe Command of God in general, Noa&lIfay, that 
we perform , whereofthisis the formal Reaſon , that iris ap- 
pointed and commanded by man, though that man beentruſted 
with power from God, to appoint and require acts of that na« 
ture, is at a& of Religiovs Obedience u nto God in its (elf; be- 
cauſe it relates not immediately to his @ivine Authority requt- 

ring that act, | 
S:condl;, God doth exert bis Authority immediately; ang 
that either dire&ly from Heaven, as inthe giving of the Lan; - 
G 2 Yy 
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by the inſpiration of others to declare his will, nyto both which: 
his Word written anfwererh, Now whateier is done in obe- 
dience ro the Anthority of God thus exerting ic leit, isa part of 
that Religious duty which we owe to God; whether it bein 
his firſt Inſticution and-Appointment, or any dury in its primi- 
tive Revelation; or whether it be in the Commands he gives 
for the Obſervation of whar he bath tormerly appointed, For 
when God hath Commanded any things to be Ob erred in his 
Worſhip,thovgh he defign ard appoint men to ſee rhem obler» 
ved accordingly, and furniſh them with the Anchbority of Come 
manding to that purpoſe, yet tne interpoiition of that Ancthoris 
ty of men, though by Gods Inftirntion , doth nor at all hinder, 
brit thar the duty performed ,is Religions obechence; relating 
directly to the Will and Command of God, The power com- 
mardins in the cale we have in hand is mans, not that of the 
Lord : For though it be acknowledged that thoſe who do com- 
mand, have their Anthority from God ; yer unleſs the thing 
commanded be allo in particular appointed by God, the Obed1- 
ence that is yielded is purely Civil, and not Religious, This is 
che Rate of the matterunder Conſideration. The Commang- 
ing and Impoling Power 1s variouſly apprehended, Some fay ir 
is the Church that doth ir; and foaſflert the Authority to be 

Eccletafticaly every Church , ſay they , hath Power to order 

things of this nature tor order and decency ſake z when it is en- 

quired what the Church is that they intend, rhere ſome are at a 

Joſs, and won'd fain injinnzte fomewhat into or thoughts thar 

they dare not opevly aflert and maintain, The arnth is, the 

Chanrch in this ſenſe is the X#2g, or the King and Parliament, by 

whoſe Advice he exerts his Leegiſlitive Fower. By their Antho- 

rity was the Litergy Compoſed, orit was Compoſed withour 

Anrthority : by their Authority it muſt be Impoied if it be Im- 

poſed; what is,or was done inthe Preparation of it by others, 

vnto their judgement hath no more influence into the Autho- 
fitative Impoſition of It, when the 2ctof a Perſon learned in the 
aw , drawing up 2 Bill for the Conſideration of Parliament, 
hath inio its binding Law Power, when confirmed, In this 
fenie we acknowieage the Power ordaining and impoling this 

Lirtirgy to be of God, to be good and lawful, to be obeyed un- 

20 mic urmoR extent of that Obedience, which rg man can be 

due, 
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due, end that vponthe account of the Infticntion and Com* 
mend of God himſelf, But-yer ſuppoling the Licnrgy ro fall 
wichin the precin&s and limits of rhat Obedience, yer the ob- 
ſrryvance and noſe of it,” being nor Commanded of God, is pnre- 
iy an a& of Civil obedience, and not Religions, wherein the 
Conſcience lies in no immediate ſubje&ion to Jeſus Chriſt, 
It 1s of the ſame general natnre with the honeſt diſcharge of 
the Othce of a Contiable; and this ſeems inconſiſtent with the 
nature of the Worſhip of God. 

But whatever be the immediate impoſing Power, we have 
direction as to our duty in the laſt Injunction of our bleſſed 
Saviour to his Apoſtle, MMarrh,28.20, Teaching them to 0h- 
ſerve all things whatſoever I have commanded, In things which 
concern the Worſhip of God, rhe commanding Power is 
Chriſt; and his Command the adzquate Rule and Meaſure 
of our Obedience, The: Teaching , Commanding, and en» 
joyning of others to do and obſerve tho'e Commands, is 
the duty of thoſe entruſted wich Chriſts Anthoricy under 
him, Their Commiſſion to Teach and Enjoyn, and our 
Dvty to Do and Obſerve, have the ſame Ruies, the ſame 
Meaiure, Bonnds, and Limits, What they teach and en- 
Joya beyond what Chriſt hath Commanded, they do ir nor 
by vertne of any Commiſſien from him; what we do be- 
yond what he hath Commanded, we do it not in obedience 
to him; what they ſo teach, they do it in their own 
Name, not his; what we {odo, we doin our own ſtrength, 
not his; nor to his Glory, The Aniwer of Bellarmine to 
that Argument of the Proteſtanc Divines from this place , 
againlft the Impoſitions of his Church, 1s the moſt weak and 
frivolons, that I think ever any Learned man was forced to 
make ule of; and yet where to find better will not eafily oc- 
curre, Onr Lord Jeſus Chrilt ſairh, G» a*d teach men to do 
and obſerve whateurr I hav: commanded you, and ſo I am with 
3083 To which he ſnbjoynes, /t « true; but yet we are bound 
alſo to ebey them that are ſet over ms, that is our Church Guides 3 
and ſo leaves the Argumenc as ſuiticiently diſcharged, Now. 
the whole Quiſtion is concerning what thoſe Chnrch Guides 
may teach and enjoyv, wherennto we are to give Obedi- 
ence, which is here 2xpreſly reſtraued to the things Come 


"xA F L=® 4% ] 
MaIanygec - 


| | (54). . 

- manded'by - Chriſt ; to Which *the Cardinal offers not one 
word, The things our Saviour treats about, are principally 
the Agenda of the Goſpel, things to be done and obſerved 
inthe Worſhip of God, Of theſe, as was ſaid, he makes his 
own -Command the adzquate Rule and Meaſure. Teach mer 
to obſerve mevre ice, all whatſoever I command; in their ſo 
doing alone, doth be promiſe his Preſence with them; that 
is, tocnable them unto the diſcharge of their duty, He come 
mands, I ſay, all that (hall co the end of the World, be 
called ro ſervehim in the Work of the Goſpel,to teach, In that 
Expreſſion he compriſeth their whole duty; as their whole 
Authority is given them 1n this Commiſſion, In their Teach- 
ing indeed they are to command with all Authority ; and 
vpon their non-obedience of men nnte their teaching, either 
by not receiving their word, or by walking unworthy of it 
when it is received inthe Profeſſion of ir, he hath allotted 
them the courſe of their whole proceedings ; bur Rill re- 
quiring that all be regulated by what they are originally 
commllionated , and enable&to teach and command. Let 
then the Impoſition of a Licorgy be tryed by this Rule, It 
was never by Chrit Commanded to his Apoſtles, cannot by 
any be taught as his Command , and therefore men in the 
Teaching or Impoſing of ic, have no promiſe of his Pre- 
ſence, nor do they that obſerveit, yield any obedience un- 
ro himtherein. This I am ſure will be the Rule of Chrifts En- 
quiry at his great Viſicationat the laſt Day 3 the things which 
himſelf hatch Commanded will be enquired after, as to 
ſome mens Teachings, and all mens Obſeryation, and thoſe 
onely, And I cannot but admire with what peace and ſa- 
tisfation to their own Souls, men can pretend to a& as 
by Commiſſion from Chriſt , as the chief Adminiſtrators of 
his Goſpel and Worſhip on the Earth, and make it their 
whole buſineſs almoſt ro teach men to do and obſerve what 
he never commanded, and rigorouſly to'enquire after and in- 
tothe obſervation of their own commands, whileſt thoſe of 
the Lord Jeſus are openly neglected, 

Butler che Authority of men for Impoſition, be ſuppoſed to 
equal the fancy of any who through ignorance or intereſt are 
moſt devoted untoit; yaen they come to pur their Antho- 

rity 
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riry into execution, commanding things in and about the Wor- 
ſhip of God, I defire to know by what Rulethey are topro- 
ceedin their {o doing, All the ations of men ate, or ought 
ro beRegular, Good orevil they are, as they anſwerto, or 
diflent from their proper Rule, The Rule in this matrer mult 
be the Word of God, or their own Prudence. Allow the for- 
mer co be the Rule, that is revealing what they ought to com- 
mand, 'and there is a total end of this Difference. What a 
Role the Jatrer is ltke ro prove 1s ealie ro Conjectorey bur 
there 1s no need of Conjefures where Experience interpoleth, 
The great Philoſopher is blamed by fome for inſerting the de- 
termination of men Wiſe and Prudent, inco his definition of 
the Rule of Moral Vertue, For, they ſay that cannot be cer. 
rainly known, whoſe Rule and Meaſure is floQuating and 
uncertain, If there be ground for this Afﬀertion in reference 
to Moral-vertnes, whoſe Seed and Principles arcin-laid inthe 
nature of Man, how much more ts that Rule to be queſtion- 
ed when applied to things whoſe ſpring and foundation lies 
meerly in ſupernatural Revelation,, How various, uncerrain, 
and tnmu!cuacing, how roving this pretended Rule is like co 
prove, how ſhort it comes to any one ſingle property of a 
ſufficient Rule, much more of all things thar are neceflary to 
compleat a Rule of Prorocecome in {uch caſes, were ea(ie to 
demonrate, What good and uſeful place that is like to ob- 
. tainin the Worſhip of God, which having its Riſe in che An- 
thority of man ; is framed by the Rule of the wiſdome of 
man and ſo wholly reſolved into his Will, I may ſay will be 
one day jndged and determined, but that ir is ſo already ſuffici- 
ently in the Word of Truth, 
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Argument Second, Neceſſh ry nſe of the Liturgy excluſive of the 
uſe of the means appointed by Chrift for the Edification of his 
Charch, 


VVE proceed to ſome further Conſiderations upon the 
| ſtate of the Queſtion before laid down 3; and ſhall in- 


fiſt on ſome other Argument againſt the Impoſition ” 
| or, 
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for, We have ſpoken to the Authority Impoſing 3 our next 
Argument is taken from the Thing or Matter Impoſed, and the 
End of that Impoſition, _ 

Arp Humane- Provifion of means for the accompliſhing of 
apy End or Ends in the Worſhip of God, for which Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf hath made and doth continne to make Proyi- 
fon, to the exclnfion of that Provifion to by him made, is 
not allewable, About this Aſlertion I fugpoile we ſhall bave 
no Contention, To aſlert the Lawſnlneſs of ſuch Proviſions, 
is in the firſt inſtance to exalt the Wiſdome and Authority ef 
men, above that of Chriſt, and that in his own houſe, This 
men will not nakedly and openly do, though by jult conſe- - 
quence it be done every day. Byt we have ſecyred ovr Pro- 
poſition by the plainnels of its terms, againſt which no Ex- 
ception can lye, It remaineth then that we ſhew, that the 
things mentioned in it. and rejected as diſallowable are di- 
realy applicable to the Impoſition of Liturgies contended 
abour, * ; 

That the Preſcription of the Liturgy , to be uſed as pre- 
ſcribed, is the Provifion of a means for the accompliſhing of 
ſome Ends in the Worſhip of God, the 2 rr and the 
PraQiſe of thoſe who Contend tor it, do ſufficiently declare, 
Thoſe Ends, or this End (to ſum them up all inone) is, That 
the Ordinances and Inſtitutions of Chriſt may be quickly ad- 
miniRred and ſolemnized in the Church with decency and or- 
der unto the Edification of the Aflemblies wherein it is uſed, 
I ſuppoſe none will deny this to be the end intended in its Im- 
poſition ; itis ſo pleaded continually ; nor is there uny other 
that I know of aſſigned, Now of the things mentioned it is 
the laſt that is the principal*'end ; namely, the Edification of 
the Church, which is aimed arfor its own ſake, and fo regu- 
lates the whole Procedure of meer »2edinms, and thoſe rhar 
are ſo mediums as alſo to be eſtemed ſubordinate ends, Such 
are Decency and Order, or Uniformity. Theſe have nor their 
worth from themſelves, nor do they influence the intention 
of the Liturgiſts for their own ſakes, but as they rend wnto 
Edification. And this the Apoſtolical Rule expreſly reguireth, 
I Cor.14, The Preſcription then of a Liturgy is a Provifion 
for the right Adminiſtration of the Ordinances of the Goſpel 
unto 
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unothe Edification of the Church, This is its general nature; 
and in the Adminifiratien of the Ordinances of the Goſpel, 
ccnſifis the chief and main work of the Miniſiry : That this 
Provifion is Humane, hath been before-declared, It was not 
made by Chritt, nor his Apoſtles ; but of men, and by men 
was it made and Impoled on the Diſciples of Chiit, It re= 
maineth then chat we Conſider whether Jeſus Chrifi have nor 
made proviſion for the ſame end ard purpoſe z namely, that rhe 
Oxdinances and Ivftituſtions of the Goipel may be adminifired 
co the edification of the Church, Now this the Apoſtie ex= 
preſly affirms , Epheſ-4.7,8,9,10,11,12,13, Hyto every one of 
ws 1s given grace according to the meaſure of the gift of Chriſt 3 
wherefore he ſaith when he ajcended up on high, he led captivity 
captive and gave Gifts unto men,-=-» He gave--»-ſome Poſters and 
Teachers for the perfeftion of the Saints, for the work of the Mi= 
niſtry, for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt ; till me all came in 
the unity of the Faith, andef the knowledge of the Son of God, 
umoa p'rfet man unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of 
Chriſt, The Lord Jeſus who hath appointed the Office of the 
Miniſfi:y,hath alſo provided ſufficient furniture for the Perſons 

called according to his mind to the diſcharge of that Office,and 
the whole Ducy of it, That the adminiſttation of the Ordi- 
nances of the Goſpel is the work of the Miniliry I ſuppoſe will 
not be denied. Now that this work of the Miniſtry may be 
diſcharged to the edification of his Body,and that to the end of 
the World, untilall his People inevery Geoeration are brgughc 
unto the Meaſure of Grace aſſigned unto them in this lite, is 
expreſly affirmed, He hath given Gifts for this end and pur- 
poſe; namely, thatthe work of the Miniſtry may be perform- 
ed to the edification of his Body,-To tay that the Provifion 
he bath made is not every | way ſufficient for the attaining cf 
the End for which it was made by him, or that he continueth 
not to make the ſame Proviftion that he did formerly, -are 
equally falſe, equally blaſphemous ; the one ipjuriovs ro his 
Wiſdome, the other to his Truth, both to his Love and Care 
of his Chiirch, For Decency and Uniformity inall his Churches 
che Lord Jeſus alſo hath provided, The. Adminiſtration of the 
ſame ſpecifical Ordinances in the Aflemblies of his Diſciples 
conveened according to his a according to the ſame Ko 
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of his Word, by verthe of the ſame ſpecifical Gifts. of the Spi- 
rit, by him beſtowed en che Adminiſtrators of them, conſ:i- 
tures the Uniformity that he requires and is acceptable unto 
him, This was the Uniformity of- the ApoRolical Churches, 
walking by the ſame Rule of Faith and' Obedience, and no 
other 3 And this isall the Unifermicy that is among the true 
Cburches of Chriſt, that are-this day in the World, . To ima- 
oine that there ſhouid be an» Uniformity in Wordsand-Phra- 
ſes of Speech avd thelike, is an unpracticable Fiement, which 
never was obtained, norever will be ro-the end of the World, 
And when men by the invention of Rites avd Orders, began 
todepart from this Uniformity, how far they were from tal- 
ling into any other, is notorions from that Diicourſe of $o- 
crates on this matter, /ih.5,cap,21, For theſe then the Lord 
Chriſt bath made provifiom And where there is this Unifor- 
mity unto Edification, letthoſe things be attended unto, which 
are requiſite for the nature of Aſſembles meeting forſfuch ends, 
as Aſlemblies, and all the Decency and Order- which' Chriſt 
requireth willenſue, I ſuppole it will not be aſe for anyman 
to derogate from rhe fuſhciency of this proviſion. If any ſhall 
ſay, That we ſee, and find by experience that men called to 
be Miniſters are not ſo enabled to the Work of the Miniſiry, 
as by vertne of the Gifts they have received'ro admidiferthe 
Ordinancer of the Goſpel unto the edification of the Chvrch, 
F ſhall defire them to Conſider whether indeed ſuch perſons be 
rigtitly called noto the Miniſtry, and do labour aright co dil- 
charge their duty in that Office; ſeeing that if they are ſo, 
aud do ſo, there ſeems to be a direatailnre of the Promiſe 
of Chriſt , which 'is blaſphemy ro imagine. And ir may be 
Conſfidered whether this pretended detect and want, do nor, 
where it isin thoſe who are indeed called'to the Work of the 
Minifiry, proceed from _— —_— co ſtir up the Gifts chat 
they bave received by the uſe and exerciſe of them,-for which 
end alone they are entruſted with them; And it may be fur- 
ther Conſidered whether their negle& hath-not been: occafon- 
ed ofeatly by ſome mens impoſing of preſcribed Liteurgies, and 
others truſtivg to their uſe, 10 thoſe things, and-for thoſe ends, 
for,which men are entrnfted with thoſe Gifts by Jeſus Chriſt, 
And.if this be ſo, as indeed upon due ſearch it will appear: (© 
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to be, then we have a ſecret incluſion of the Proviion made 
by Chriſt for the ends mentioned, plainly intimated unto us, 
before we arrive at the expreſs Conſideration of it» 

Bur to proceed ; The proviſion chat Chrit hath made for 
the diſcharge of the whole Work of the Miniſtry, in the 
Adminiſtration of the Ordinances of the Goſpel unto the 
edificagjon of his Church, is his Collation or beſtowing of 
Gifts on men rightly called to the Office vf the Miniſtry, 
enabling them unto, and to be exerciſed in that Works In 
the Preſcription and? Impofition of a Liturgy, there 1s a pro- 
vifion made for the diſcharge of the Work of the Miviſtry 1n 
_ the Adminiſtration of the Ordinences of the Goſpel unto 
the edification of the Church, in and by rhe preciſe reading 
and pronouncing of the words fer down therein withour 
alreration, diminution , 'or addition, Ir remaineth then to 
Confider-where this latter Provifion be nor exclnſive of the 
former, and whether the nſe of them both at the ſame cime 
| be nor inconfiftent. The Adminiſtration of Goſpel Ordi- 
nances, confifts in Prayer, Thankſgiving ,- InfirnRion and 
Exhortations, ſuitably applied unto the ſpecial nature znd end 
of the ſeveral Ordinances themſelves, and the uſe of chem 
in the Church, For the right performanceof all theſe, Chriſt 
gives Gifrs noco Miniſters ; the Liturgy a certein number of 
Words to be read withour addition or alteration, and this 
toties quoties as the Ordinances are to be adminifired, Now 
unleſs it can be made to appear, thar an abiliry ro rexd the pre- 
{cribed words of the Licargy, be the Gifrs promiſed by Chritt 
for the diſcharge af the Work of the Mmiſters, which cannot 
be done, it is moſt evidenr, that there is an inconliſteticy be- 
tiveen the uſe and anal exerciſe of rheſe feveral Provifions 
of edinms for the compaſling of the ſame end ; and conle- 
quently the neceffary indiſpenſable uſe of the Litnrgy is di- 
reaiy excinfive of the uſe of the means provided by Chrift, 
and for that end, for which the Licurgy is- invented and -im- 
poſed. Whar diſmal effets have iffued herevpon may be de- 
Clared hereafter if need be, Certainly more then one Com- 
mandment of God , and more then one Promiſe of Chrift 
have been made void by this Tradition: And I defire that 
none would be offended, if as my own apprehenſton _— 
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* That the IntroduQtion of Licurgics was, .oD the account in- 


fited on, the principal means of increaling and carrying on 
that ſad defeion and Apoltahe ,, in the guilt whereof molt 


, Churches in the World had enwrapped themſelves, Nor doth 


there lye at preient any rehief agzinlt this Conſideration from 
hence, that Miniſters are allowed the exerciſe of their gifts 
they have received in their Preaching, and Prayers before and 
after Sermonszs For Firſt, that indeed there is ſuch a | 5 
allowed, if the preſent Liturgy be ſoimpoſed as by ſome is pre- 
cended, is very queſtionable; many that are looked on as 
skilledin that law and Myſtery of it, do.by their praGiiſe give 


another interpretation of the intendmenc of its Impoſition, 


makin$ it extend to all that is done inthe Publick Worſhip, the 
bare Preaching or Reading of a Sermon or Homily excepted, 
Nor Secondly, is that the matter enquired into, Whether Mi- 
nifters may at any time, or in apy paitof Gods Worſhip make 
uſe of their Gifts, but whether they way do it in all theſe Ad- 
miniſtrations, for whoſe performance to the edificatiop of his 
Body, theyare beſtowed on them by Jeſus Chriſt ; which by 
the Rule of the-Licurgy we have ſhewed they may not; and I 
doubt not but it will be granted by thoſe who: contend for the 
Impoſition of the Liturgy. that it extends to the principal parts, 
if notthe whole of the Pubitck Worſhip of God 1D the Church. 
Now certainly it is neceſſary that Conſcience be clearly ſatisfied, 
chat this preſcription of an Humane Proviſion of means for ſuch 
Ends in the Worſhip of God, as Chriſt hath made provifon 
for, which is. ex: luded thereby, be not againſt expreſs rule of 
Scripture, (cEzrch 43.8, Matth, 15.9, Col, 2.,: ©, } withour 
preſident or example, derogatory to the Glory of Chiiſt, 
(Heb.3.5 6.) and ip particular of his Truth, Wiſdome, and 
Love of his Church, as :lto to the perfetion the Scripture, 
2 Tim. 315,16.) and whether it brivgs not the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel ivto open fin (Row.,12,6 7,8, 1 Cor:12.6,7,8,9.10, 
Epheſ.4-8,1 1,12, 1 Fe;,4,10,: 1.) andlo bean occaſion of the 


. wrath of God, and ruine of the Souls of Men, before they 


2dmit of it, or ſubmir unto its 
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Other Conſiderations abort the Impoſotion 
of Liturgies, 


FS mncmore, the great Rule of Goſpel Adminiſtrations is 
that all things be done to Edification, This is the main End 
of the Miniſtry its ſelf, in all the duties thereof, chat are'pure- 
ly Evangelical, For this end was the Office of the MiniRry 
InRticured, for this end are Miniſterial Gifts diſpenſed, for this 
end. were the Sacraments appointed, and all Chrrch Aſſem- 
blies, Church Power, and whatever elſe belongs to Churches; 
it is all Ordained for this Evd thatthe Body of Chriſt may be 
edified and increaſed with the increaſe of God, Epheſ.4.7,9,95 
10 I1,12,13z14,15, Col, 2.19, As 9.31. Rom, 14,19, 15, 
1 Cor, 10,23, Cap. 14.3,4:5212,26, 2 Cor, 13, 19, 1 Tit. 1.4, 
The full and adzquate Rule of all Church-order and duties is, 
Thar all things be done. co Edification, Tr doth not hence evſue 
that whatever menſhall judge to conduce to edification, may 
be uſed by themſelves-or impoſed on others in the Worſhi 
God. Chtiſt himſelf, che onely 'wiſe and competent Ju 
ſach Caſes ,. hath preciſely himſelf determined what is con- 
ducing hereunto; having as on other accounts, ſo on this alſo, 
limitted men to his preſcription, becauſe nothing is effe&nal 
unto Edification bur by, vertue of his blefſing, which is annex- 
ed onely to his own Inflitutions, Burt chis will undeniably 
hence enſue, That whatever is contrary unto, . or an hindrance 
of Edification, oughr not to be appointedor obſerved in the 
Worſhip of God, For certainly whatever is an hindrance of 
that in apy kind, unto whoſe furtherance all chings of that kind 
ought to contribute, their whole worth and vertue confiſting 
' inthat contribution, can bave no dve place among them. If 
it appear that chis is the ſtate and condition of this Impoſed 
Liturgy in Church Adminiſtrations, I. preſume it will be con- 
tefſed chat it ought nor co obtain any place or room amongſt 
\ them, The Edification of the Church depends principally on 
thebleſſing of God upon the exerciſe of thoſe Miniſterial pies 
| which, 
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which are beftowed on men for that end ; namely; that che 
Church be edified, God ſupplying ſeed to the Sower , bleſſeth 
it with an encreaſe in the field where it is ſowed, 2 Cor, 9, 10, 
The Gifts that are beſtowed on Miniſters are their principal 
Talents that they ought to trade withall forthe profit of their 
Maſter; that is, the building up of his houſe wherein his wealth 
in this world doth lye. Yea, ail the Gifts that are beſtowed by 
the Spirit of Chrift on men, are given them to profir itil, 
1 Cor. 12, 7. and they are required with them to a& for God 
in the edification of the Body of Chriſt , every one according 
co his meaſtrce, I Pet« 4, 10,11, This I ſuppoſe will be granted. 
Moreover , that the Gifts beſtowed by Chriſt onthe guides of 
his Chnech , the Miniſters of the Goſpel are proportioned 
and ſnited to the end which he aimeth to accompliſh by them, 
| as we have in part before declared, fo itis evident trom the 
infinite Wiſdome of him that beRtows them, From both which 
it will undeniably follow , chat on' the due and regular uſe 
and- employment of thoſe Gifts which men recewe from 
Chriſt , depends and that ſolely the edificationof his Chnrch, 
I ſuppoſe this will not be denied, where the Gitrs beſtowed by 
the Spirit of Chriſt upon the Miniſters of his Church, arenſed 
and exerciſed in the Work of the Miniſtry, according to his 
Mind and Will, there by his bleſſing the edification which he 
doth-intend will enſue, Letus then proceed, Theſe Gifts as 
the Scripture witnefleth, and experience convinceth are beſtow- 
din great variety and in ſeveral degrees, The greater and more 
excellent they are in avy entruſted with them , the more excel- 
lent is the means of edification which che Lord affords unco his 
Diſciples by them. Edification then as in irs'general nature it 
depends on the gifts of Chriſt which he beſtows on the Offi- 
cers of his Church, ſo as to the degrees of it, and its ſpecial fur 
therance , it depends onthe degrees and ſpecial improvement 
of thoſe Gifts, For this cauſe all thoſe co whom the work of 
the Miniſtry is committed, as they ought co deſire ſpiritual gifts, 
x Cor, 14, 1. that the Church may beedified by chem, to to 
cover earneſtly the beſt gits, 1 Cor. 12.31, that chey may fngu- 
larly edifie the Church, andalſo ſeek to excelin thoſe gifts, 
I Cor, 14.20, that the ſame word of Edification may be carried 
on to the utmoſt, It may tlien be enquired how theſe GE 
| | o1its 
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oifts which we muſt ſuppoſe all Miniters of the Goſpel in ſome 
meaſure to have received, may be.improvyed, ſo that they may 
excelto the edifyipg of the Church , whichis expreſly required 
of them : We'lay then , that the impravement and encreaſe of 
ſpiritual gitts doth-ordinarily and regularly depend on their due 
and holy exerciſe, He that had a Talent anduſed it not,chough 
he endeavoured-to keep it ſafe, yet it did not encreaſe when 
everyone that traded; with the Rock wherewith they were en- 
truſted, made a-regular encreale according to the meaſure they 
had received. And in-Experience-.we daily ſce men Napkening 
their Talents.untilthey are taken from them whilſt others.ce- 
ceive Additions to: their ore, atleaſt ſuch ſapplies as: that 
their firſt Proviſions failnor, Hencethegreat direRion for the 
exerciſe of the.work of the Minitry is, to fir up the gift recei- 
ved, bya due performance whereof: in all perſons entruſted 
with them, is the whole work of edifyingthe body of Chriſt, 
uvncil ic reach-the meaſure-appointed-toevery-member, com- 
* pleated andfiniſhed, Edification chendepends on the improve 
ment of Gifts, and the improvement.of Gifts on their due ex 
erciſe according tothe mind of Chrift, The want then of that 
due exerciſe, either by che negleRt of chem on whom they are 
beſtowed, of any hindrance of it put upon them by others, is 
the ſole way of obſtrnRing the improvement of ſpiritual gifts, 
and by dire& and immediate conſequence of the edificacion of 
the Church, Now this ſeems to be to much done by the preſcri- 
ption of the Liturgy and impokition of it, that it is. impoſſible 
forthe wit of manto invent-a moxe effectual expedienr for the 
compaſling of that evilend,, The main exerciſe-of Spiritual gifts 
on which rheir growth and improvement doth depend; lyes in 
the adminiſtration of Goſpel Ordinances, That is the work of 
the Minitry for which they-are beſtowed, To binder therefore 
or forbid that exerciſe isdireRly.to forbid the due, regular, ap- 
pointed means of theirencrea(e, and ſoalio ofthe edijication of 
the bodpof Chriſt ;- the means indiſpen(ably neceſſary, unco ir, 
being removed and taken aways Now this is,openly and avow= 
edly done-in:the impoſed Lieurgy if impoſed... It ſays expreſly 
thatche. Miniſters of the Goſpel: ſhall nor uſe, or exerciſe any 
Spiritual: gife-in: the adminiſtration! of thoſe. , Qrilinances. for 
which provifon is madeinthe Books. - fr Rs ; 

[44 And: 


Y 7 es = I 


(64) | * 
' And a$in this Caſe the condition of the People who are de- 
| prived of the means of their edification, is ſad; fothat of the 

Miniſters of the Goſpel miſerable and deplorable. The Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt betows g1fts upon them, requiring the tle and ex- 

erciſeofthem in the Work of the Miniſtry at their urmok peri! ; © 

Men on the other ſide}, forbid them that uſe and exerciſe , and 

that with ſach forcible Prohibitions as threaten to bear down 

the whole poblick exerciſe of the Miniſtry before thew@#Bor 
the Lord knows how to deliver thoſe thar are his ont of rem- 
prarion. It will be no reliefagainſt the force of this Confidera- 
tion, that there are ſome things lett wherein Miniſters may ex- 
erciſe their gifts and trade with-rheir Talents; foras this is buc 

retended, fo it is not in'this or that part of their Work , but 

In the whole ofche Miniſtry committed nnto them, that Chriſt 

indiſpenſably requires of the guides of his Church, that they 

ſhonld crade with their Talents and exerciſe their Gifts; and 
accordingly are wa'y to provide fortheir account at the laſt day : 

By this one engine then at the ſame time are the people depri- 

ved of the means of Edification provided for them in the Care, 

Wiſdome, and Love of the Lord Chriſt, and Miniſters brought 
into a neceſſity of finning , or fore-going the publick exerciſe of 

their Miniſtry, " | 

Again in Particular 3 It is'the work and dutyof the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, to make Application of the Grace of Chrift 
whereof they arc Stewards to the Flocks committed to their 

Charge', and that according to the eſpecial ſtate and condition 
of all eſpecial wants which may any way be knownunto them, 
The way of their Application of this Grace , 1yes principally in 
the Adminiſtration of Goſpel Ordinances, Therein arethey to 
declare, unfold, tender, and apply the Grace of Chriſt according 
nnto the wants of his Diſciples, the good of whoſe ſonlsrhey 
watch for in particular. Theſe wants are very far from .being 
the ſame, and inthe ſame degree ip and unto every Congregati- 
on, or unto any one Congregationat allrimes, or nvto all Per- 
ſons in any Congregation, Which is eafily diſcerned by a faithiul 
and skilfu] Guide. The'eſpecial Application chen. mentioned 
according tqthe Rule of rhe Goſpel , and ſpecial Addreſſes nnco . 
Ged in the Name of the'Flock, with reſpe& tothe. eſpecial 
wants of all or avy of then,” belopgs co:thac edification, _—_ 
| ri 
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Chriſt hath appointed for his Church , Now how this duty can 

be atrended vncoin che obſervance ofa preſcribed Form of Li-- 
curgy,from whencc iris not lawfnl to digreſs, is beyond my un- 
derftanding to apprehend, I confeſs men who {coffe at Edifica- 
tion, and deridepiritual Gifts, who thivks all Religion to con- 
fiſt inthe Obſervation of ſome carnal Infticueion , who veirther 
know nor care to come to anacquaintance with the ſpiritual 
Waimogy poor fouls, nor do tremble at the threatnings of 
Chriſt pointed againſt their negligence and ignorance, Ezck,34, 
4. that ſuppoſe the whole Baptized World converted to God, 
and Preaching its ſelf on that \ account leſs neceſſary rhen-for- 
merly at the firſt Plantation of the Goſpel; thatefieem the 
donbts and temptations of Believers as needleſs (cruples, - ard 
cheir ſedulons endeavonrs to grow in Grace and the knowledge 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt labour loſt in hypocriſie ; that perhaps 
do envy at, and are tronbled with the-light avd knowledge of 
the People of God, and ſuppoſe they can diſcharge the Duty of 
the Miniſtry by a bare reading ofthe Service Book to their Pa- 
riſh, by chemſelves, or fome Hired by them ſo to do, withouc 
once enquiring into the ſpiricual Condition of them, the care of 
whoſe ſonls they plead to be committed to them, may thipk 
_ ofthis Conſideration ; but thoſe who know the rerrour 
of the Lord, and anything oftheir own Duty, will be otherwiſe 
minded. Yer farther ; There ſeems to be in the Impoſition of 
a Liturgy to be uſed always as a Form in all Goſpel Admiviſtra- 
tions, ab unwarrantable abridgement of their Liberty , where- 
with Chriſt hath made us free; and therefore 6n inche Impoſitis 
onand Uſe of it, For as it is afin in othersto abridge us ofthe 
Liberty purchaſed for us by Jeſus Chrift, ſoitis in us, to giver 
ap, and not to ſuffer in our Teſtimony for ir, Now of that Li- 
berty purchaſed for us by Jeſus Chriſt , fo far as it relates to the 
Worſhip of God there are two Parts; Firf , a freedome from 
thoſe Pxdagogical Inſticutions of God himſelf, which by his 
own appointment were to continue onely to the time of Re- - 
formation, Secondly , A freedome from ſubjeQion tothe Au- 
thority of men as to avy new Impoſitions in or about the Wor- 
ſhip of God, x (or. 7.11. And theſame Rule is given our asto 
our dnty and deportment in reference unto both theſe » Gal, 5, 
1, © Pet, 2,16, Now notto land _ theLiberty for yr Poe 

cha 


chaſet'by Chrityi3 noritd hiventitveſiediboiiienr Puyiledge: 
given us by his Loveagwe orght:coleve,ned thanſenls.ofis ad 
z duty enjoyned us by him whack .cnght tH[bo.tmits beg thege; 
is the ſame reaſon-of bottrrhiefwiw tie ſpe@obLiberoys Ate ave, 
freed from Meſdicat Inftiturions ,- fochan; rione can-latpo/c:the, 
Odſervationot chem uponius, by:yercue of” therr-fielt? Appaint»+ 
metit , {o ate we alfo from/anp facceeding: Impoktians-of men,. 
OucLibercy equally :reſpefs rhe one: and the-other.. - fa: 
thoſe Infticucions', ſuch. was: the rendernels of this Holy Ghoſt 
and rhe-Apoſttes'ofour Lord:Jeing Chtit by his dueQtions: and: 
onidatice; that they would:nor,. (:no:net for a ſeaſon} eroyn 
che obſervanceof any of them ,-no-norotttoſe:whick put men 
en no poſitive Duties;: burwere meer abridgements'in poitt.of 
ſome praQtiſes , -uporthe Diſciples of Chritf' but owely ſuch 
whoſe obſervation for that ſeaſon-was. made neceſſary by reaſon 
of ſeandals and offences y. before any fach Impoſitionot theirs, 
Afts 15. tor by a purity: of reafon-if regard behadiontheir Ex- 
ample, can there any «bridgemenr: be lewfnily mide ofthe Lie 
berty of Chritts Diſciples by any Impoſtion of things of the, a= 
ter ſort, unleſs it be as cothe Obſervation of ſome: ſich things as 
2re made neceſſary in caſe of ſcandal antecedenvzunto: avy ſuch 
Impofition; Wegrant then thar theremay be, yet, there-onglit 
de fav to be anvabridgement made of our Liberryy as to the pet- 
formatice of fomethinps at ſometimes, which in general we are 
made free nnco, where that performanceinthe nie and exerciſe 
of our Liberty, would prove an hindrance unto Edification, the 
ear End whereunts all theſe things ace ſubſerviear,. Burt chen 
the caſe mult be ſo Rated antecedent co any Impoſivien, Firt-co 
Impoſe that which is not neceſſary, and then'to aflert:a Neceſli> 
ry of ies Obſervation leaſt Scandal ſhould enſue, is a Courſe thas 
men are not directed unto by avy Goſpel Ruleor Apoſtolical 
a2&iſe. The ſumis, that abridgemenrof the Liberty of the Di- 
iples of Chriſt by Impoktions on'them of thi which he 
bath not appointed, nor: made neceſlary byCi LOCes ante» 
cedenr unto ſuch Impoſitions , are plain Uſurpattons-vponthe 
Con(ciences of the Diſciples of Chriſt, deftruRiveofrthe Libercy 
which he hath purchaſed for them, and which if ir betheir dary 
co walk according to Goſpel Rule , is finfub co ſabmir unto, 
Thar of this nature is the Impoſirion of & Liturgy — 
ay ur, 
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abont, is evident. Tr hath no Lnſtiention or Appointment by - 
Jeſus Chriſt, it is wholly of Men , thereis nothing antecedenc 
unto its Impoſition that (bould make ic Neceſſary ro be Impo- 
ſed ; a Neceſſity of irs Obſervation 1s induced upon and byits 
Impoſition, which is direAly deſtruRivero our Liberty in Jeſus 
Chriſt, The Neceſſity pretended from che inſufficiency of Mini- 
ters for the diſcharge of that which is their proper Work, hath 
| ingriz4-beencauſed bythis Impoſition ; and where it hath _ 
nor, ſome mens fin , is not to be made other menspuniſhmene, 
Reaſons pleaded for the Impolition Oppoſed, ſhall be elſewhere 
Conkdered, | F” 


